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Homophobia
workshop
emphasizes
tolerance

String of
UTA thefts
worries
students

By Lindsay Price

By Dominique Conners

There was no shortage of laughter
in the Joan B. Kroc Institute of Peace
and Justice conference rooms when
Jeffery Solomon assumed the role of
a mother and her gay son to perform
excerpts from his play "Mother Son."
His most notable work, "Mother
Son" is a comical portrait of a gay
son coming out to his mother and the
mother's process of accepting her son
as a young gay man. During the Nov.
9 workshop, one-man show Jeffery
Solomon challenged USD students to
combat homophobia and create a more
inclusive student community.
One of the scenes illustrated the
mother, played by Solomon, nervously
entering her first Parents, Families and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays meeting.
The comedic performance incorporated
genuine emotion from his own comingout experience with his mother.
Solomon said his mother described
her process of acceptance as mourning
the death of dreams for my son."
According to Solomon, parents
often assume that homosexuality
will cause their children to lose the
conventions of a *heterosexual life,
especially marriage, a big wedding and
starting a family. However, Solomon
demonstrated how this process brought
him closer to his mother, he stated that
one of his last memories was of her
insisting that they go to a gay rights
parade together.
Lindsey Davitt, senior, found
Solomon's personal anecdotes to be
the most thought-provoking part of the
performance.
"I thought it was really interesting
to hear that Jeffery Solomon still feels
uncomfortable dancing at weddings
with his husband," Davitt said. "Even
though he is outgoing and flamboyant,
he still feels hindered by heterosexual
expectancies in front of his friends and
family."
The workshop discussed ways
in which the USD campus can make
small changes to paint a more inclusive
picture. Solomon suggested using
more inclusive language and avoiding
heterosexual assumptions as a tool to
make students feel more comfortable.
"I never realized how assuming that
everyone in a classroom is straight, in a
basic discussion of marriage and other
things, can be.really uncomfortable for a
LGBT student," Davitt said.
Communication studies professor
Mary Brinson urged her Gender
Communication students to incorporate
Solomon's workshop into a larger class
discussion.
"I wanted our gender class to
attend the workshop for two reasons:
to inform a diverse perspective on the
subject matter, and to discuss the issues
behind gender communication issues,"
Brinson said.
In a class that is largely based
on the theory and science behind
homosexuality, Brinson said she wants
her students to immerse themselves
in a more personal, experience-based
dialogue.
Solomon is an award-winning
writer and performer from New York.

Sciuto about finding a replacement
test supervisor, but one was not found.
Sciuto informed the LSAC that Hall
was welcome to continue his position
as test supervisor.
LSAC officials refused comment
when asked why they did not try to
contact another department at USD
to find
a replacement supervisor.
According to Hall, he informed both
the LSAC and USD that serving as test
supervisor would potentially violate
his recently declared unemployment
status.
Two weeks prior to the October
exam, Hall said he was bombarded
with phone calls from the LSAC
asking him to serve as the test
supervisor. Just days prior to the test,
he agreed to step in and supervise the
test on condition that he receive no
pay.
"I immediately went to work on
that Friday evening calling to hire the
needed classroom supervisors and
proctoring staff," Hall said.
More than 300 students were
registered to take the Oct. 1 LSAT at

A recent surge in University
Terrace Apartment thefts has left
students questioning the safety of
their belongings. In the past couple of
months, six Apple laptops have been
stolen out of rooms in the UTAs. With
the latest theft occurring on Nov. 6,
the victims of the thefts have been
left without laptops as the end of the
semester approaches. The safety of
the residents in the UTAs is a concern
too.
The Department of Public Safety
has posted warnings in the UTAs for
the residents in the area. The warnings
state that "the university received
reports of multiple burglaries that
have occurred in the UTAs. Please
take preventative measures to ensure
the security of your belongings."
Last week, resident assistants walked
around the units and personally
handed out and screwed on window
locks in an effort to make students
feel more safe.
"I think Public Safety really
needs to step up its game and make
sure these incidents don't happen
again," said junior UTA resident Kirk
Leopoldo.
The UTAs have patios that
students use, but they can also be
potential entry ways for burglars.
Carmen Chavez, junior UTA resident
and victim of laptop theft, stated that
she could see how burglars could get
inside her home.
"My roommates like to leave our
windows and doors on our patio open
for fresh air," Chavez said.
Chavez reported to the DPS that
her and her roommate's Apple laptops
were stolen from her bedroom and the
living room areas. Another one of her
roommates had a PC laptop sitting in
their bedroom as well, but it was not
stolen.
"It was an invasion of my privacy,
and the thieves are obviously only
going for Macbooks," Chavez said.
On Nov. 9, when the UTA
residents met with DPS, DPS
introduced the idea of gating the area
off to residents only, thus making it
necessary to put in a code to get into
the residential complex. Additionally,
DPS reiterated the recommendation
that residents lock windows and doors
with the locks given by USD. As of
now, the UTAs are being monitored
by Elite security to keep an eye on
who is coming in and out of the area.

See LSAT, Page 3

See THEFTS, Page 2
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December LSAT at USD pulled,
October test nearly canceled
By Bernadette Smith
The Law School Admission
Council has canceled the Dec. 3
offering of the Law School Admission
Test scheduled to take place at USD,
an announcement that came shortly
after the Oct. 1 LSAT at USD was
nearly dropped the week before the
test.
December's test cancellation
is related to the layoff of Bill Hall,
former head of Access Services in
Copley Library, who has served as the
test supervisor for LSAT examinations
offered at USD for the past 20 years.
Del Dickson, USD pre-law
advisor and professor of political
science,
called
the
situation
"embarrassing."
"I am definitely concerned. It is
essential that the LSAT be offered
here," Dickson said. "Our facilities
are great, it's convenient for our
students and our testing services have
always been run well."
Hall, who was laid off on July 6
along with seven other Copley Library
employees, said he notified both

the LSAC and USD's Department
of Human Resources that he would
no longer be able to serve as test
supervisor.
The LSAC needed to find
a
replacement test supervisor for the
Oct. 1, 2011, Dec. 3, 2011 and Feb.
11, 2012 tests scheduled at USD.
But LSAC Test Administration
Coordinator
Frances
Mercedes
emailed Hall on Nov. 1, informing
him that the Dec. 3 and Feb. 11 LSATs
had to be canceled.
"We don't have a supervisor,
and no one at the school is willing
to be responsible as a supervisor,"
Mercedes wrote to Hall.
USD Executive Vice President
and Provost Julie Sullivan was not
aware that the December and February
tests had been canceled until The
Vista contacted her to inquire about
it. Sullivan said she was frustrated
to not hear from the LSAC directly
and immediately contacted the
organization to try to get the exams
reinstated.
According
to
LSAC
Test
Administration
Manager
Terri
Neuman, LSAC staff spoke with USD
Employee Relations Director Nina

Recycling more efficient
with private companies
By Carly Hanson
Though USD placed among the
top rated schools for its commitment to
sustainability according to the Princeton
Review's Guide to 311 Green Colleges,
there is still room for improvement,
especially in the university's recycling
program.
According to Pepperdine University's
website, a private university that is similar
in size to USD, one way to achieve a
truly "zero waste" campus is to recycle
the highest possible percentage of the
campus' trash. The use of a smaller, private
company for the collection of refuse and
recyclables is something that USD should
consider to improve the amount of waste
that is recycled.
According to USD Director of
Sustainability Michael Catanzaro, '07,

the university has not yet done a full
assessment of what it would take for USD
to become a waste-free campus.
In recent years, sustainability has
become a top priority for the university.
According to the October 2009 issue
of the Sustainability Newsletter, USD
recycled more than 12 categories of waste
materials, including batteries, electronics,
green waste, oil, wood pallets and carpet,
in addition to typical items such as paper
and beverage containers. Recycling
wastebaskets were added to classrooms and
offices, and concrete recycling containers
were placed across campus.
USD is leading the way in the area of
e-waste, with its very own e-waste center
located down the hill on Linda Vista Road.
It is the first of its kind to be affiliated with
a college campus. The facility accepts old

See RECYCLE, Page 3
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Only half of USD's production of waste ends up being recycled, and contracting
with a smaller company can increase the recycling rate.
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Moving up
and moving
on

Nazin Sedehi

DEBRIS FIELD HEADED TOWARD SAN DIEGO
OBJECTS INCLUDE:
-REFRIGERATORS
-COUCHES
-TELEVISIONS
-BOOTS

By Bernadette Smith
The time has come to pass the
news section on to the next bright-eyed
college editor, and I am confident to
leave The Vista in competent hands.
The current assistant news editor,
Nazin Sedehi, is not only a dedicated
worker but also a great friend. I am
saddened to be leaving USD and
The Vista but am also happy to be
graduating in December.
The perennial question, "what
will you do when you graduate?"
has already been posed to me
several times. Instead of fearing the
question or evading the subject with
a formulaic answer, I have decided to
embrace the unknown and tell myself
that the future will work itself out.
The great thing about working
for The Vista is that I have developed
strong writing and editing skills, as
well as strong interpersonal skills
through interviewing and community
outreach. If there has been one thing
I have learned about resumes and
the job application process, it's that
one of the most important ways
to have that special edge above
other candidates is to know how to
adequately sell yourself. A resume is
the summary in brief of activities and
accomplishments, and the interview
is the time to make it all come alive.
In a time when the job market
is at a near all-time low, selling
your abilities becomes even more
important. Although I told myself
that I would never get a job in sales
(because I thought I didn't like it),
the positions I've had have all been
in sales. My experience in sales has
taught me the importance of making
personal connections and fostering
professional relationships.
The Vista is a great learning
environment
for
personal
development because it requires
a large amount of responsibility
and time management but also has
the social atmosphere of a college
network. One of my favorite aspects
of being the news editor is getting to
know people from all across different
academic departments and student
clubs on campus.
In an age where communication
via sound bytes is becoming more
mainstream, I am glad to say that I
have a solid base in disseminating
information. No matter if I get a great
job offer; at least I can write a pristine
cover letter, right?
In addition, I think Career
Services on campus is an undervalued
resource for the immensely helpful
services it offers. The center has
open office hours for people who just
want to briefly stop in, or students
can schedule appointments for more
personalized attention.
Among my graduating friends,
trying to figure out what field you
are interested in is almost the hardest
piece of the proverbial puzzle of the
future. When I was young, I wanted
to be a lawyer, because that's what
my parents do. When I got interested
in science in high school, I decided I
wanted to be a genetic counselor. Now,
1 am able to recognize my strengths
and weaknesses as a professional and
am open to the possibility of a variety
of different job positions should they
come my way.
I like to think that I have helped
contribute to the atmosphere at
USD in a positive and productive
way through my work at The Vista.
And I know that the feedback I have
received from various members of
the community is an important part of
the journalistic process. Since I have
been on staff I have seen the quality
of The Vista improve, and I'm glad to
be a part of such a motivated staff.
I plan to make a portfolio of sorts
with my Vista work and am always
excited when I get the chance to share
the newspaper with a new friend or
family member. I do hope that my
Vista experience can be a unique
building block for my career, but
regardless, I would not trade my time
on staff for anything.
So what will be my final class at
USD? Third semester Spanish over
intersession. Way to leave it to the
disciplined over-achiever to put off
the language requirement until the
final hour.
Most important of all. The Vista
has made me feel appreciated for the
effort, care and concern I pour into
the news section.
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Tsunami debris en route to San Diego shores
By Allie Bright
A debris field twice the size of
Texas is in the Pacific Ocean and is
expected to appear along the coast
of San Diego within the next three
years, according to the San Francisco
Chronicle.
The debris field is a part of the
aftermath of the tsunami that hit
Japan on March 11.
The effects of the tsunami have
been felt along the west coast of the
United States. Eric Cathcart, USD
environmental studies
professor,
stated that along with the debris field,
there have also been warnings for

expected tsunamis in San Diego, a
city that has only been hit by small
tsunamis in the past. San Diego does
not have a subduction zone, a type of
plate boundary that is necessary in
producing large tsunamis, so the city
has remained safe over the years. Its
faults are close to shore, leaving little
distance to drive tsunamis.
"While it is possible that Japan
can generate a huge tsunami that can
head toward us, San Diego still is
protected," Cathcart said. "Luckily,
San Diego has offshore fault lines and
small islands to the north. They tend
to disperse a big tsunami and prevent
the wave size from being too large."
According to Catchart, San Diego

UTAs
plagued
by laptop
burglaries
THEFTS, continued from Front Page
"I've been more conscious of locking
the doors and not leaving the lights on," said
junior UTA resident Will Muldowney. "It's
unnerving to know things like that have
been going on frequently."
According to DPS, there are preventive
measures that students all across campus
can take on an individual level to keep their
things safe. Students should make sure
their doors are locked and their windows
are closed upon leaving their residences.
Students should also keep their valuables
out of sight. Most importantly, students need
to be aware of their surroundings and report
any unusual behavior as soon as possible.
"Sadly it's a wake-up call for those
who were careless with their security and
have not had to worry about such issues
because of prior living situations that were
much safer," said senior UTA resident Alec
Rynaski. "I know they lost their piece of
mind but hopefully this will improve the
community's awareness of suspicious
activity around the area."

will probably not see 16-foot waves,
but the city government has issued
maps of safe areas for anyone who is
concerned.
While the threat of a large
tsunami hitting San Diego is low, the
threat of the debris field looms. It is
not known what the field consists
of entirely, but objects such as
televisions, refrigerators, couches
and boots have all been reported
according to Examiner.com. There
are still plenty of objects in the debris
field that remain unknown.
The debris field formed because
the tsunami waves, which inundated
low-lying areas in Japan up to 10
miles inland, pulled debris into the

ocean.
"We don't know everything that
is out there right now," Cathcart
said. "I am kind of worried that there
are half full fuel tanks that could be
leaking."
According to 10 News, boaters
are encouraged to report what debris
they see to give a better idea of all the
contents of the field.
"There is definitely a significant
amount of problems that could come
from this debris field," Cathcart said,
"but we just can't be positive."
All of the materials haven't been
fully identified, so it is just hard to
tell. All we can do right now is watch
it and see what happens."

Lauren Millslagle/TheVista

LEFT: Residents in the UniversityTerrace Apartments have been the victims of a high number of thefts in recent weeks.
RIGHT: Junior UTA resident Will Muldowney is more conscientious about monitoring his possessions, especially his Macbook.
BOTTOM: USD Department of Public Safety suggests closing and locking patio doors at the UTAs because they can be an easy
point of entry for thieves.
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
November 7 - November 12

November 7, 2011
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS
At 10:36 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed one laptop,
a camera, and camera equipment from a residence on Nov. 1
between 7:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.

November 8, 2011
Location: MAHER HALL
At 11:33 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person(s) removed various
outdoor equipment from an outdoor hallway between Nov. 7
at 11:30 p.m and Nov. 8 at 10:30 a.m.

November 8, 2011
Location: CAMINO HALL
At 8:27 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person(s) removed a pair of
jeans from the laundry room on Nov. 8 between 2:45 p.m.
and 3:15 p.m.

November 10, 2011

Location: ALCALA VISTAS
At 5:56 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of suspicious
circumstances. Upon investigation, a resident student
observed an unknown male suspect crouched behind the
bushes near Palomar Hall. When he noticed the student, the
suspect fled towards Via Las Cumbres Rd.

November 10, 2011

November 12, 2011

At 6:18 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism.
Upon investigation, a group of students observed a male
suspect matching the description in the previous case
slashing the tires on two vehicles with a 4 inch blade knife.
When the suspect noticed the students, he fled the scene in
his vehicle. The suspect and vehicle description is as follows:
Hispanic male, 35-40 years of age, 5 foot 10 inches and 200
pounds, may have slight facial hair. Last seen driving a silver
Toyota four-door vehicle, California license plate 6AAT483.
Increased security measures have been implemented and
campus safety alerts have been posted throughout each
residential area.

At 1:31 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of two
intotfeated students. Upon investigation, one student was
determined to be unable to care for himself and he was
transported to Detox. The other student was determined to be
able to care for himself and he was released to his residence.

November 10, 2011

November 12, 2011

At 2:33 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft.
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed a wallet
from an unsecured gym bag in the Men's Locker Room on
Nov. 10 between 9:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

At 5:22 p.m. Public Safety could smell the odor of marijuana
in a residence hall. Upon investigation, two students were
cited for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia,
and Minor in Possession of alcohol. One of the students was
also cited for possession of two folding knives with a blade
longer than 2 Vz inches.

Location: PLAZA DE SAN DIEGO

Location: ALCALA VISTAS N LOT

November 12, 2011
Location: LAGUNA HALL
At 4:15 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon
investigation, the fire alarm had activated in error. There was
no sign of smoke or fire in the area and no damage occurred.

Location: LAGUNA HALL

Location: SPORTS CTR MAIN BUILDING

November 11, 2011

Location: CUYAMACA HALL
At 11:55 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
marijuana use. Upon investigation, four students were cited
for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

Anyone having information regarding these
incidents please contact Public Safety at 619-2607777.

E-waste for scholarships
RECYCLE, continued from Front
Page
computers, cell phones and other
electronic hardware. The E-Waste
Collection Center works with a
company that takes apart the hardware
and sells it by the pound. USD hopes
to eventually bring in revenue from the
center to go toward scholarship money
for incoming students.
"As of now, it is a matter of
manpower and time with a current focus
on energy savings first," Catanzaro
said. "Right now, saving kilowatt-hours
is better from a financial standpoint.
Simply switching out a light bulb helps
to start saving money."
The benefit of using a private
company for the university's refuse
and recycling needs is that smaller
companies typically do not own
landfills. Companies such as Crowne
Disposal, which recycles Pepperdine's
waste, are incentivized to recycle
because they must pay for every pound
that they deliver to large landfills. As
stated on Pepperdine University's
website, Crowne prevents 78 percent
of its overall waste from reaching
landfills. Crowne not only recycles

Pepperdine's waste, but also composts
the food waste.
USD uses Waste Management
for its refuse and recycling services.
According to the WM website, the
company owns over 100 landfills
throughout the United States and
Canada, but in San Diego, WM uses
the Miramar landfill and must pay to
dump trash at the site. WM recycles
about 55 percent of USD's waste, a
percentage that Catanzaro considers to
be high in comparison with many other
universities.
According to Catanzaro, USD
does not have a contract with WM,
but the university does have a long
standing relationship with the company.
Catanzaro also stated that USD has
looked at other waste providers, such
as Allied Waste in San Diego, but that
using those companies would cause
operation costs to soar.
"Our trash bill is not currently
high and the trash on campus is being
handled responsibly," Catanzaro said.
"It is good enough for now, but not
ideally where we want it to be."
USD is making progress towards
sustainable living on campus, but
there is still considerable room for
improvement.

«§* "
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The Oct. 1 LSAT at USD was nearly canceled after the Law School Admission Council failed to secure a test supervisor ahead of time.

USD scrapped as LSAT test site
for Dec., may reinstate for Feb.
LSAT, continued from Front Page
USD, but when Hall called
to confirm the testing location on
campus, he was informed that the
reservation had been changed from
Warren Hall to Mother Rosalie Hill
Hall. USD General Counsel Kelly
Douglas said the move occurred due
to potential noise disruption from the
Homecoming and Family Weekend
festivities scheduled for that day.
"Ironically,
the
only
test
administration in the last 20 years that
might have actually resulted in formal
complaints was the Oct. 1,2011 exam
that almost didn't happen," Hall said.
"The day of the test, the major issue
was moving the crowd of examinees,
as the test company had forgotten to
post the building change on the web
until late Friday afternoon."
Neuman stated that Hall's
absence has left a "hole at USD,
because he played such a vital role
in organizing the LSAT testing on
campus.
According to the LSAC, test

supervisors
are
independently
contracted
to
oversee
the
administration of the LSAT at their
respective test sites. USD held a
contract with the LSAC to secure
the appropriate testing rooms, but all
other arrangements were performed
by Hall. The test supervisor position
is not directly affiliated with USD in
any legal or contractual context.
The
university
offers
test
preparation courses but does not
have a designated testing center to
coordinate graduate admission exams.
Hall first
served as a test
supervisor in 1991 at the request of
Sr. Annette Bourret, R.S.C.J., former
USD Dean of Graduate Admissions.
"When I took this job 20 years
ago, it was impressed upon me that
these standardized graduate level tests
were an important recruitment tool,
bringing potential students to campus
who might then consider going to
USD for law school," Hall said.
Sullivan said that although the
test supervising was outside the
responsibilities of Hall's position at
the library, it was a service that the
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university appreciated.
"We are a student-centric campus,
and it is very important to have this
service available to our students,"
Sullivan said. "No one [at USD] knew
about the LSAT cancellation. If I had
known, I would've acted."
The
LSAC
reassigned
15
students that were registered for the
Dec. 3 USD exam to another testing
location. Sullivan is working with
the LSAC to have the Feb. 11 LSAT
reinstated on campus.
"This is a testimony to how
important Bill was here at USD,"
Dickson said. "Oftentimes people are
not noticed for their work until they're
gone, and Bill has always gone above
and beyond his duties."
Sullivan said she has three
potential candidates to serve as the
new LSAT test supervisor, and the
name of the new supervisor will be
announced next week.
"I am working to get the February
test reinstated as quickly as possible,"
Sullivan said. "USD should be back
on the LSAC website as a test center
within the next few days."
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(Anna)stly:
Post
modernism?

By Anna von Bertrab
"You are so postmodernist," I
overhear the intellectual guy sitting
next to me say in a blase tone as I am
creeping on my friend's Facebook pic
tures. "What does that even mean?"
I wonder. He probably doesn't even
know what he is talking about and just
wants to sound smart.
Another guy that likes to sound
smart and obscure is Karl Lagerfeld.
The Chanel clothing designer stated
in a New York Times interview that
"on the surface it can seem almost like
nothing, but as the years go by you see
the depth. That's what makes Karl an
extraordinary postmodernist."
Yes, he is referring to himself in
the third person. That is so postmod
ernist. It is an intellectual snobbery,
some argue, especially when we don't
know what it means.
Let's attempt to wrap our minds
around this bizarre concept. Postmod
ernism in literal terms occurs after
modernism. Modernism stems frorti
the Latin term "modo" meaning 'now'
or 'current.' So postmodernism is 'af
ter the just now.' There are many dif
ferences between the two to note. In
a watered down version, modernism
is a universal optimism, while post
modernism is a realism of limitations.
Modernism is abstract, while postmod
ernism is concrete. In a postmodernist
society, we question everything. The
postmodernist is the ultimate skeptic,
doubting explanations and preferring
the truth.
When we aimlessly wander
through Facebook and stalk our
friends' profile pictures, we look at im
ages that our friends posted. It is not re
ality, but our friends' version of reality.
It is the way they want to portray them
selves. The images are fading facades
in an ephemeral moment. They mean
nothing. If we begin to care about the
image then we give it importance. So
let's give it importance. Half the rea
son we get on Facebook is to see other
people's pictures.
Images constantly bombard and
clutter our News Feeds. We have a
wide range of pictures from the Hip
ster's cryptic photographs to the flocks
of sorority girls posing for the cam
era to the study abroad mementos to
the banal mobile uploads and those
drunken night pictures we all dread to
get tagged in. Our lives are constantly
recorded through the lens and upload
ed on the web. Our reality is mirrored
online, yet it is a selected reality we
choose to reflect.
Reality is not simply mirrored in
human understanding, but it is con
structed in the mind. When we pose
for those pictures, we are giving off
a certain image of ourselves. We then
construct our own image in our minds.
Once the photo makes it to Facebook
and we are looking at it, we participate
in postmodernism. The picture is after
the fact. It is of the past. Even if it is
just the recent past, it is now outdated.
That basis is postmodernist.
Postmodernism is learning from
the past and questioning what went
wrong or right. Postmodernism helps
us grow as better people or at least
evolve into something different than
what we were in the past.
The pictures of Facebook serve as
reminders of what we were in the past.
They would simply be personal memo
rabilia if the whole world or at least
your friends couldn't see them. But
they can. Thus, they the pictures hold
us accountable.
Accountability, even through your
Facebook "persona" is postmodernist.
It holds us to a previous standard. We
measure and compete with ourselves.
In doing so we strive to be the best per
son possible through personal reinven
tion.
Fashion designers are constantly
reinventing their clothing image es
pecially in our capitalistic, disposable
culture. Karl Lagerfeld's reference to
himself as postmodernist now makes
sense. He just means that as a designer
he looks back to what he has done in
the past to better himself in the future.
He deconstructs his old work to create
the new.
So studying ourselves even if it is
through Facebook can help us grow.
Analyzing the old and trying to better
it, in the end is postmodernist. Don't
we all do that? In the end, we should
all just reference ourselves as postmod
ernists and sound insanely intellectual.
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By Kasha Patel
During times of economic depres
sion, people tend to cut back on every
thing in an effort to save what they can.
But as it turns out, beauty may just be
recession-proof.
In an ongoing effort to better un
derstand women's beauty routines,
L'Oreal commissioned an international
survey in 2009 asking women in the
U.S. and Europe about their consumer
habits with cosmetic products. Find
ings revealed that, even in the midst of
economic crisis, nine out of 10 women
reported no change in cosmetic con
sumption. The commission's conclu
sion: "Women won't be giving up their
favorite products anytime soon." This
is good news for L'Oreal.
"I think makeup for women has
become part of our wardrobe if you

will," USD marketing professor Dr.
Aarti Ivanic said. "It isn't really seen as
a luxury anymore but more of a neces
sity. As such, it is not the first thing that
we would consider eliminating from
our expenditures in a recession. Fancy
perfume, perhaps, but not makeup."
As for why women continue to
buy their beauty products during times
of financial stress, the L'Oreal study
highlights a few statistics. Nearly half
of U.S. women surveyed believe wear
ing makeup gives them an advantage at
work, makes them feel more in control,
more self-confident and improves their
self image.
"Enhancing one's appearance is
rooted in our biological nature," USD
marketing professor Dr. Maria Kniazeva said. "Women use makeup to ac
centuate their looks 20 times as often
as men do. Leaving one's home with

out first applying makeup products is
comparable to leaving one's home in
undergarments. In addition, cosmetic
products can provide women with in
stant gratification and small pleasures
which are comforting during difficult
times."
There is no compromising when it
comes to a woman's daily beauty regi
men, and L'Oreal's strong sales in the
third quarter of 2011 further prove this
point.
An article in Businessweek states
that revenue at L'Oreal climbed 1.8
percent to $6.79 billion this past quar
ter, including 1.1 percent in Western
Europe, 4.6 percent in North America
and 8.8 percent in the Asia-Pacific re
gion.
Though Europe and North Ameri
ca represent the core of L'Oreal's busi
ness, the company is growing quickly

in Asia. The company's luxury brands
did particularly well this quarter. The
Wall Street Journal reports that luxury
goods sales jumped 4.9 percent on the
back of new Lancome and Giorgio Ar
mani product launches.
"As a woman, I feel that keeping
our daily routines unchanged maintains
some stability in the face of our unsta
ble world" Kniazava said. The econo
my may not be great but, if women can
have some things that are constant in
their lives, like their makeup regimen,
that is one less thing to worry about.
Looking to the future, the global
market is slowly growing and L'Oreal
can only hope that it will continue to
bring in increased revenue as econo
mies move toward recovery. For now
though, the company is ready tackle
the last quarter of 2011 with confi
dence.

MOGL provides an easy way to earn money
Eat out and get 10 percent cash back
By Nathaniel Martins
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Cooking can be a hassle. For
many college students, the decision
to eat out isn't much of a decision at
all. Always looking for deals, students
will rearrange their days to make
happy hour at 5 p.m., rush to catch
the $1 shrimp tacos on Tuesdays or
buy everything on sale at Ralph's. The
unfortunate part about eating out is
the hole it burns in students' pockets.
Luckily, the folks at MOGL have
made eating out a little easier.
MOGL, whose motto is "Eat out,
cash in," partners with hundreds of
local San Diego restaurants, offering
10 percent back to patrons. Users are
asked to register a credit card with the
website and use that card when dining
at their favorite restaurants.
What makes MOGL unique
is it's "meal-for-a-meal" program.
Partnering with Feeding America,
MOGL donates a meal to someone in
need with each purchase over $20.
"One of the coolest things about
MOGL is meal-for-a-meal," said CEO
and co-founder Jon Carder, who has
visited USD to speak with students
about entrepreneurship. "When we get
millions of members, we'll be able to
feed millions who are going hungry.
That could eventually lead to a hunger
solution, which is pretty wild to think
about."
MOGL also employs gaming
principles to incorporate a competitive
side to eating out. Each month, a
jackpot accrues for each restaurant,
with the top spender at that restaurant
winning that jackpot.
Ten percent of the total spent at
that restaurant by MOGL participants
is awarded to the month's top spender.
The jackpot can reach up to $100. With
local eateries including Bar West, PB
Shore Club, PB Bar and Grill, Naked
Pizza and Chupacabras Taqueria,
MOGL makes it easy to earn money
on places you're already eating at.
MOGL's multidimensional attack
on coupons seems to be working.
Funded through venture capitalists
and set into motion by a youthful and
energetic management team, MOGL
appears to be poised for success.
The company has enlisted the
support of an advisory board that's
studded with heavyweights of the

restaurant community: Chris Sullivan,
founder of Outback Steakhouse, Craig
Miller, chairman of the National
Restaurant Association and George
Katakalidas, the founder of Daphne's
California Greek, to name a few.
MOGL's symbiotic relationship
with restaurant owners and patrons
is an inventive idea that breaks the
mold of previous customer loyalty
programs. Who wants to carry a
punch card around with them? Half
the time customers visit their favorite
restaurants, they don't even have the
card with them. Coupons? Finding
them in the newspaper or seeking them
out online can be tiresome. Couple
that with the tedious task of cutting
them out, and coupons almost become
more trouble than they're worth. Daily
deal sites like Groupon do not include
the competitive spirit that MOGL so
smartly utilizes.
MOGL offers a free way to earn
cash while spending it, an enticing
idea that keeps patrons coming back
for seconds.
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Wall Street pays hard time for white collar crime
Fraud and insider trading won t slide

anymore

By Nicolas Dixon
Recently sentenced, Wall Street
kingpins Bernie Madoff and Raj Rajaratnam find themselves compelled
to contemplate their crimes for the
next 150 and 205 years, respectively.
Madoff was found guilty of orches
trating a $65 billion investment fraud
and Rajaratnam was convicted on 14
counts of securities fraud.
Insider trading tip-offs concern
ing securities, stock, bond or deriva
tive information between directors,
investors or brokers is illegal until
the information is released to the
public. Wiretaps revealed that Ra
jaratnam paid several associates for
such information and passed along
insider information himself. Rajarat
nam cheated, made millions and then
refused to admit his guilt in court.
Though his sentence was reduced be
cause of medical reasons, Rajaratnam
still faces a record 11 years in jail for
his role as a convicted insider trader.
Madoff, on the other hand, was
the ring leader of the largest Ponzi
scheme in history. According to the
online Investopedia, a Ponzi scheme
is a fraudulent investing scam that
generates returns for old investors by
paying off what is owed with money
from new investors. Historically,
these schemes are prone to unravel,
leaving everyone in the bottom rungs
penniless and seething. NYDailyNews.com reports that Madoff "feels
safer in prison," as his victims openly
crusaded against him in the streets in
the months before his imprisonment.
To boot, Madoff is marinating in
thoughts of the suicide of his son and
the severance from his wife.
Though their actions seem triv
ial, the implications and impacts of
these white collar crimes are not.
Money scams, mere ripples on Wall
Street, trickle down to form tsunamis
on Main Street. Economic decision
making requires a well-versed grasp
of business ethics that remains out
of reach for the crooked tycoons that
make headlines.
But most white collar criminals
don't make headlines or even serve
time. Blame is hard to pinpoint when
many actors and factors work in con
cordance with one another and create
a disaster too expensive to remedy. A
news analysis in Businessweek com
menting on the financial meltdown
of 2008 says the "whole system is at
fault," including "blunders by gov
ernment officials, Wall Street pros
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and regular Americans alike."
Blaming the system may excuse
the CEOs, but it places a larger burden
on the economy at large.
There's a "good for business, bad
for people" ethos that governments,
Wall Street pros and regular Ameri
cans alike tend to overlook for the
sake of supplying the demand. De

mand stems from the populace, but
the hands pulling the supply strings
are white-cuffed and white-collared
and, more often than not, privilege the
bottom line over socially responsible
decision-making.
Supporters of Wall Street purport
that multinational companies bring
wealth and resource optimization to

the underdeveloped areas to which
they relocate. However, a study by
Volker Bornschier discovered that
"the short-term effect of fresh for
eign direct investment for economic
growth was found to be significantly
positive, but the long-term effects of
multinational corporations, especially
in the poorer countries of Africa, Asia

and Latin America, were significantly
negative." Ultimately, it comes down
to a decision between what's right
and what's wrong in the long term.
Whether it's the fault of tycoons like
Madoff and Rajaratnam or the fault of
the system at large, for some, "white
collar criminal" is just a part of the job
description.

Throw down Beethoven in the radio media lowdown
WXQR and USD radio find ways to gain more listeners
and accessibility of a genre too
often deemed elitist or 'not for me,"'
Eyeball said
The New York Times says that
A classical music radio station the estimated budget is less than
on the East Coast is promoting $300,000, a minor sum in the world
November as "Beethoven Awareness of advertising.
Enter Fairey, the creator of the
Month," using the slogan "Obey
Obey Giant phenomenon and the
Thoven."
WQXR is using its new ad "Hope" images of Barack Obama.
campaign featuring artwork in the Tapping into the method of street
style of Obey Giant creator Shepard art, the campaign uses strategic
Fairey to raise awareness of its radio locations most viewable by the
station. USD Radio, meanwhile, has public. The project includes wall
its own goal in mind. Drew Howard, murals, an advertising tool known
Station Director of USD Radio, says as "wild postings," on locations like
that the aim of the campus radio is not construction sites and subway posters.
Images of Beethoven's head are
to gain as many listeners as possible.
"Our goal is to foster a more visible all over the city. The campaign
communal atmosphere within the also features television commercials,
USD community while helping online ads and events.
WQXR has gone to lengths to
students to develop important,
transferable skills for post-college market their brand. Radio stations
exist alongside new technology,
life," Howard said.
Howard, who has also been urging stations to update their
working for Warner Music Group relevancy. The slew of Internet
for over two years, says that students listening options include playback,
have the opportunity to express their radio, unlimited and cloud-services.
includes
iTunes
and
ideas and to gain experience in online Playback
and broadcast media, journalism and Beatport, services that allow pay per
download from a library. Widely used
the music industry.
"Our DJ's are a part of USD Internet radios are Pandora and Last,
Radio because they are passionate fm. Unlimited streaming includes the
relatively new programs Spotify and
music fans," Howard said.
WQXR wants to implement MOG, which are a mix of music and
its own passion through its new ad social networking. Cloud-services
campaign. The promotion respects like Amazon Cloud Player and
both the esteemed classical musician Google Music Beta store music on the
Internet and be accessed anywhere
and the modern graphic artist to finetune the public image of the radio WiFi is available.
USD has its own live streaming
station.
"Of course I support classical service, an aspect of USD Radio's
music, and this homage to my work broadcast media entity.
Howard says that USD Radio is
made me smile," Fairey said to The
a digital radio station that uses blog
New York Times.
Eyeball, the ad agency behind the content and social media outlets.
"Our stream can be accessed
campaign, explains on its website that
anywhere in the world that has access
WXQR desired to re-brand itself.
"WXQR needed a campaign to a high speed Internet connection,"
that would create awareness of the Howard said. "We have received hits
brand while conveying the energy from all over the world, oftentimes

By Blanca Torii

from the most unlikely of places."
USD Radio's marketing efforts
center around social media, especially
Twitter and Facebook.
"It's really up to each individual
DJ to market their own show in order
to build a listenership," Howard said.
"Using Facebook has proven to be an
extremely effective way to get people
involved, because it allows listeners
to provide instant feedback and to
have a dialogue with the radio DJ in
real time."
With concert, festival, album
reviews, artist interviews and student
musician features, USD Radio offers
a wide variety of fresh weekly
content. Sarah Jorgensen, editor of
the USD Radio website, regulates
the content and believes in the value
of independent stations that develop
their own playlists and help listeners
discover new artists.
"The problem, I think, with
mainstream radio today is that there
is no discovery, just force-feeding of
the same 40 songs you've heard all
month," Jorgensen said.
It is almost impossible to obtain
an FM radio frequency because of San
Diego's proximity to Mexico. KCR,
SDSU's student-run Internet radio
station, started in 1969, and KSDT,
UCSD's music organization, in 1967.
Neither have an FM frequency.
USD Radio began in 2009, yet its
music community is thriving. SDSU
and UCSD's undergraduate student
population tops 20,000, while USD's
totals just under 5,500. USD Radio
has 756 Twitter followers, closely
following SDSU KCR's 770, while
UCSD's KSDT has 100 Twitter
followers.
The factor of USD being a
relatively young campus allows the
community to start and spread hype
about innovative organizations like
USD Radio without having to rely
on giants such as Beethoven and the
Obey Giant.
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USD alum and football star succeeds in local start up
By Doug Robbins
After a random encounter in
North Mission Beach, former USD
football player Kevin Dunn was in
troduced to the idea of SprinkleBit.
A brainchild of newfound friend and
neighbor Alexander Wallin, SprinkleBit is a revolutionary and innovative
approach to online trading, targeted at
the millennial generation.
While studying economics at
Harvard, Sprinklebit founder and
CEO Alexander Wallin developed an
innovative idea to redesign the invest
ment market for young investors, and
the concept of a social investing net
work was born. A want and need for a
platform where young adults all over
the world can socialize, learn and ul It brought on board seasoned startup
timately make a positive return on the veterans with international experi
investments they make inspired Wal ence.
lin.
After much collaboration with
Wallin returned to the University advisers and assembling a team of
of California San Diego to conduct re Sweden's most savvy software de
search on "The Application of Crowd- velopers, an interactive social trading
sourcing on Active Portfolio Manage platform came to life. Wallin integrat
ment." Dr. Alex Kane, Dr. Ross Starr ed his Voting Power Model and will
and Nobel laureate Dr. Harry Mar- use it on the site as a way to rate users,
kowitz aided his research as he formu taking into account their initial invest
lated the "Voting Power Model." This ments, their portfolio value and their
revolutionary model demonstrates on-site trading history, among other
that portfolio performance improves things.
as the number of users in the network
SprinkleBit.com now offers its
increases.
users an easy-to-navigate interface
To transform these ideas into an that allows inexperienced investors
actual startup, Wallin obtained pro to interact with experienced, knowl
fessional advice from associates at edgeable traders. Wallins describes
the private equity firm JMI Equity. this revolutionary virtual trading
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and investing atmosphere as a fu
sion between Facebook, Twitter and
E*TRADE. Users can "Sprinkle their
thoughts" about future investment op
portunities or anything on their own
walls or friend's walls and even post
their opinions or questions on stock
pages. With the community feature,
all friends are able to view-what the
rest of the community is doing on the
site, provided users keep their profiles
public.
SprinkleBit's privacy setting al
lows each member to fine-tune what is
shared and to whom. If users wish to
not disclose their trading information
but would like to share or "sprinkle
their thoughts," they will be able to
do so.
The site is completely free for all

users, and each user has the ability to
create as diverse a personal invest
ment portfolio as he or she would like.
For the initial six months, each user is
given $5,000 fictitious money to be
gin a career in personal investments.
There are many features for users to
socially trade, such as the "pools"
feature, in which users can create a
group with others on the site if they
wish. The pool allows multiple users
to accumulate their resources and col
lectively broaden their investing and
trading opportunities.
SprinkleBit also features a "tour
nament" function, where pools can
compete against each other. In one up
coming "SprinkleBit Challenge" the
winning pool will receive a free trip
to New York City to see NASDAQ at

the trading closing bell.
Wallin says that traditionally, a
person wishing to profitably invest
their assets would simply give their
money to an investment bank, which
would handle that investor's accounts.
The average investor would not typi
cally be involved in any part of the
process. SprinkleBit seeks to drasti
cally increase the level of involve
ment and to educate typical investors
about the decisions that ultimately de
cide their financial fate.
SprinkleBit believes there are
many young people in America who
want to invest in companies but may
not posses the required skills and
competency to succeed in such an un
familiar field. SprinkleBit hopes to be
the solution to fill that gap.
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Success of Ryan Bros coffee encourages current USD students and entrepreneurs

Changes in
the Catholic
Church

By Alexandra Steinliaus
When most students graduate col
lege, they feel as though they are being
forced to fend for themselves in the
real world. Their school provides them
with a degree and an education, but for
the most part, their connection to the
school ends at graduation. USD takes
it one step further, as it stays connect
ed with its alumni and supports their
endeavors.
Ryan Bros Coffee, a local coffee
company run by two USD alumni, is
a prime example of this connection.
USD has helped them create a solid
business by endorsing their products.
For example, Ryan Bros. Coffee can
be bought at Aromas or at other cam
pus locations where coffee is served.
Some students have even had the
privilege of meeting one of the Ryan
Brothers and getting a free bag of cof
fee.
Ryan Bros. Company was found
ed by three brothers, Tom, Harry and
Carmine, who all share a common
love of coffee. They all knew that they
wanted to open a coffee shop together
before they even graduated from the
school.
"As young children we moved to
Jakarta, Indonesia back in the 1970s,"
Tom Ryan said. "We were surrounded
by coffee culture and learned to love
the product at a young age."
When the three returned to the
United States for college, they couldn 't
help but bring their love of coffee back
with them. After they graduated, they
brought the family together again to
start their business.
"We started our business back in
1994 with $1,000 in the bank and a
Discover credit card," Tom Ryan said.
"We were young with big dreams."
They started with one small cof
fee cart at a USD sporting event, and
after great reviews from the fellow stu
dents, USD allowed them to continue
selling their products at every game.
Eventually, USD offered the Ryan

By Lauren Vujovich
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The Ryan Bros logo can be found on campus where coffee is served such as at La Paloma and Aromas.

brothers the opportunity to be the of
ficial suppliers of the campus' coffee.
Their business has grown quite a
bit since their USD days. However,
they still hold onto the same values
that they had when they were a little
cart company.
All of their coffee is grown on
family farms near San Diego. Even
though they are producing enough cof
fee to fulfill the needs of two coffee
shops and a few thousand exhausted
caffeine-addicted college students,
they refuse to use mass-production
or any methods that ruin the environ

ment. This corresponds with USD's
aim to be an environmentally-friendly
campus.
USD stays true to its bright and
dedicated students by endorsing their
work. Instead of promoting monopo
listic businesses, like Starbucks, USD
supports a company that reflects their
vision for the future: the positive ideal
of a family-run business with a sense
of community.
"We started our business so that
we could unite the family," Ryan said.
Ryan Bros prides itself on having
a close relationship with its custom

ers as they bring people together for
a good cup of coffee. The local farms
that they endorse pride themselves on
preserving their land for future gen
erations and crops.
The Ryan brothers are a few of
many college students that graduated
with the support of USD. By help
ing out the students and alumni, USD
encourages pride and determination
throughout the campus. Showing that
even though one's ability to succeed is
ultimately outside of college, it is nice
to know that USD is willing to support
its students of the past.
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Fashion Valley Mall's parking structure was flooded in 2010 after a heavy rain storm hit the San Diego ^rea.

Funding needed to stop San Diego flooding
By Katelyn Montero
From the standstill traffic to the
underground parking lots that look
like swimming pools, it is easy to see
that there is a major city-planning is
sue: San Diego was not made for rain.
Many USD students react to the rain
by posting a sad Facebook status about
how it isn't supposed to rain in San Di
ego or that their life is ruined because
they can't go to the beach, but the prob
lem is much larger than that.
The problem is that the city is not
prepared for rain, even in small doses,
and if the necessary steps are not taken,
San Diego could find itself in a pretty
big puddle.
According to an article on sandiego6.com, 900 people were forced to
evacuate their homes in Mission Val
ley due to flooding last December. The
flood was a result of a six-day storm,
and many residents were not allowed

back into their homes until the storm
finally subsided.
Those 900 residents were not the
only ones who were seriously affected
by the flooding during the storms in
December 2010.
An article on cbs8.com explains
that 50 people were trapped inside of
the Premier Inn at Hotel Circle by ap
proximately three feet of water. In ad
dition, the field at Qualcomm Stadium
and underground parking structures all
over the city sat underwater.
That wasn't the first time that the
city flooded,
and it surely won't be
the last. This past weekend, the rain
prompted the National Weather Service
to issue a flood warning to residents in
the coastal areas, mountains and val
leys.
The National Weather Service also
reports that San Diego has approxi
mately 43 rainy days and an average of
12 inches of rain per year. As a statistic,
it doesn't sound like a lot of rain, but in

the San Diego community, it is enough
to make an impact.
For a place like San Diego that is
ill-equipped to handle rain, even just a
little bit can be extremely dangerous.
However, the problem isn't unsolvable, and it isn't going completely
unnoticed. On Oct. 24. the San Diego
City Council approved a $60 million,
20-year project that intends to clear
waterways that have become clogged
with dirt and debris.
The plan won't come into action
until September 2012, and that is only
if it gets state and federal approval.
Some critics of the plan worry about
the environmental impact that this
project may have.
More worrisome, though, are
problems that will occur if this project
is not implemented.
"If we do not go forward with
this program and go forward quickly,
we are putting the environment at risk
and we are putting businesses at risk,"

Councilmember Sherri Lightner said
in an interview with the San Diego
Union-Tribune.
Lightner also explained that San
Diego has not been able to maintain
even the most basic storm channels,
which could prevent flooding.
She
also warned that many businesses have
threatened to leave San Diego if the
flooding issue is not soon resolved.
Rain should be a welcomed excuse
for staying inside and watching movies
all day, not a force that threatens to de
stroy homes and buildings. Flood and
storm preparation doesn't just mean
adding sweatshirts and a cute pair of
rain boots to a closet-full of crop tops
and bro tanks.
San Diego needs to create supple
mentary programs as well as turn the
current flood control plan from a pro
posal into action. Without proper pre
ventative measures, San Diego might
change from the city by the ocean to
the city under the sea.

Currently we are in a world that not
only embraces or accepts change but
seems to actively go out searching for
change. Bigger, better, more innovative,
stylish, hip and new are all the wants
and thoughts that our society is currently
striving for.
But what if that urge to find some
thing new, to be "changing with the
times," begins to affect traditions and
alter the sacred moments that have been
an integral part of the culture? Will
people still be as willing to accept the
changes, or will someone finally say that
enough is enough?
On Nov. 27, a change to the Catho
lic Mass is being implemented in which
certain responses that have been around
for decades are being altered in order
to follow a new translation of the Ro
man Missal, which is the ritual text and
guidelines for conducting Mass.
Those who have attended a Catho
lic Mass may have noticed that what is
recited at Mass usually is said at every
Mass, with the exceptions of the read
ings and the homily.
When the priest says, "May the
Lord be with you," the response has
always been, "And also with you." Yet
with the new changes occurring, the new
response will now be, "And with your
spirit."
Similarly, during the Nicene Creed,
the part that states, "one in being with
the Father" will now be read to say,
"consubstantial with the Father."
When the priest says the prayer be
fore passing out the Holy Communion,
one will now hear the saying, "by send
ing down your spirit upon them like the
dewfall" in order to ask for God's bless
ings instead of the typical prayer Catho
lics are used to.
One other phrase (as there are
many) that is quite different comes right
before Communion. Catholics used to
say, "Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word and my soul
shall be healed." Now they will say,
"Lord, I am not worthy that you should
enter under my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be healed."
This is the biggest change to the
Catholic Mass since it went from an allLatin Mass. The reason the church felt
this change was necessary was to use
more "common" words, as the Latin
words from which the Mass is currently
translated are confusing to some people.
The new missal grew out of the
1960s Second Vatican Council meet
ing, in which they hoped to modernize
the Church by allowing Masses to be
conducted in local languages instead of
Latin as well as languages that are more
gender-neutral.
The changes that are occurring are
in a very intimate part of Mass that leave
many members of the church uneasy
about the changes.
These responses and phrases have
been the ones that members of the Cath
olic church have been exposed to for de
cades, and to change something that has
been a part of the religious experience
for years in hopes to "modernize" seems
a little extreme.
Granted, people probably had those
thoughts back when Mass was first con
ducted in languages other than Latin,
for that was seen as the tradition of the
church. Yet while the shift away from
Latin ultimately made Mass easier to
understand, changing the phrases that
Catholics are used to ultimately makes
Mass harder to follow.
The changes just seem to be hap
pening for the sake of change. I see
nothing wrong with the current respons
es in the Catholic Mass. It appears that
the Catholic Church is trying too hard to
get away from its traditional and "strict"
ways by creating this new missal, but ul
timately, the way that the Catholic Mass
is conducted is why so many of its mem
bers love it.
Mass brings comfort and regularity
to a life that is always changing. Church
is people's outlet and allows them to
know that even if the world is going in a
million different directions, for an hour
every Sunday, one can find a constant in
the Catholic Mass.
Since USD is a Catholic institution,
it seems natural that these changes will
now be occurring in the Masses on cam
pus, so regardless of whether or not peo
ple find the changes in the missal to be
needed or unnecessary, Catholics will be
shoved into the new readings—just an
other change occurring in the world that
is striving to be cutting-edge and new.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Facebook's privacy compared to Google +
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By Kaitlyn Finegan
The red cups in the tagged pho
tos, the changed relationship status
es, the indecency of the wall posts;
just how private is your personal life
on social networking sites? Google
Plus and Facebook have attempted
to defend themselves in response to
this question.
"People have gotten comfort
able not only sharing more informa
tion and different kinds, but more
openly and with more people,"
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
said in an interview with TechCrunch founder Michael Arrington.
"The social norm is just something
that has evolved over time."
Zuckerberg claims that Facebook is more transparent about the
information it gathers from users,
whereas Google Plus collects the

information without users' knowledge.
However, Zuckerberg has this one
wrong.
Google Plus actually enables us
ers to alter their settings with one click
from the home screen and allows them
to remove their posts, photos, profile
and more.
Facebook, on the other hand,
makes navigating settings more diffi
cult. Although both networks provide
the option to delete the information that
users do not want shared with the entire
Facebook public, Google Plus is much
more clear about how to manage set
tings and delete such information.
According to San Jose Mercury
News, Google Plus users are two to
three times more likely to share pri
vately with one of their Circles than to
post publicly. This claim overshadows
Zuckerberg's argument that Facebook
is .a more private social network.
Facebook sees Google Plus as an
imminent threat to its success and has

recently adjusted its privacy settings.
Facebook now has "Friends Lists" so
that users can control who sees what
they post. Someone who is interest
ed in reading updates from a person
they are not friends with can click
the "Subscribe" button which allows
them to read public posts.
These changes in Facebook do
not reflect the initial intentions of this
social network. From the start, Zuck
erberg advocated for the highest pri
vacy protection by ensuring that vis
ibility by "creepers" (people you do
not know) was not an issue.
This way, users would be more
willing to share information with their
small network of friends. Now, with
over 500 million people subscribed to
Facebook, such a "small network" is
exposed and publicly viewable.
In an interview with readwriteweb.com, Facebook Director of Pub
lic Policy Barry Schnitt said, "It's
time for increased page views and

advertising revenue, too."
This makes one wonder if Facebook is changing its dynamics to
go along with the changing "social
norms" that Zuckerberg speaks of, or
if it is just another manipulative tech
nique to wield control of the Internet
and users.
Dr. Gina Lew, a Communication
Studies professor at USD, has worked
as a news anchor and warns her stu
dents about posting too much online.
"Everything you put out there can
be recaptured. Once it goes out there,
it's out there forever," Lew said.
Google Plus and Facebook have
privacy settings, but that doesn't
mean information can't be accessed
once it's put in cyberspace.
Telemarketers have access to per
sonal information, and companies can
see what users "like" in order to tar
get users who they think will buy their
products. These so-called friends
can see contact information, mutual

friends, photos and everything else
that is made available.
Of course, much of what users
put out is at their own discretion. Ac
cepting a friend request means much
more than letting that one person ac
cess personal information, but opens
up that information to a whole net
work of people.
Users should be cautious of what
they put up on Facebook or Google
Plus. This is especially important for
college students, who are on the verge
of entering the professional world
upon graduation.
Jeopardizing a job for the sake of
having a seductive profile picture isn't
worth it. Employers are constantly
researching and doing background
checks on potential employees and
even current employees.
Who you are online should re
flect who you are offline. Don't take
the risk; delete the red cups and watch
what you post online.

Flu shots for dogs are ultimately unnecessary
By Lauren Vujovich
During the flu season, it seems
natural to go get a flu shot. No one
likes getting sick, so there's good
reason to suck it up, face the dreaded
needle and get the vaccine in order to
stay healthy.
Seems like standard protocol.
Yet, it is doubtful that anyone has
ever thought to get the dog vacci
nated for the upcoming flu season.
However, some veterinarians claim
that just like humans, dogs can get
the flu too and should get a shot just
like humans do.
Seems pretty crazy, though.
Sure, dogs are fun creatures that
many people treat as another mem
ber of their family. They eat dinner
at the same time as the family, go on
walks together and some pups are
even lucky enough to be featured in
the family Christmas card.
But a flu shot? Come on, that is
a bit extreme. Yet, it's not surprising.
People nowadays dress their dogs up
in clothes, so it isn't a big shock when
owners begin to worry about the
health of their dog as the cold winter
starts to roll in. And there probably
is a small population of dogs who do
indeed get sick, just like humans do.
Some things, however, should
stay just for humans. It is plausible that
one could find the equivalent of any
thing to give to any animal, not just a
dog, but it isn't really necessary. Sure,
pets mean a lot to people, but this just
seems to be another expense to get
the American population to pay for.
In an interview with KDVR-TV from
Denver, Colorado, Doctor Kevin
Fitzgerald, a veterinarian at East Al
ameda Animal Hospital claimed that
dogs, just like humans do get the flu.
"Things to look for in your
dog would be a cough, a na
sal discharge, lethargy, maybe
feeling
hot,"
Fitzgerald
said.
Yet, dogs have been doing just fine
for years without ever getting a flu
shot. There is no need to start doing it
now. They are dogs, after all.

Dog owners now take their dogs to get flu shots in order to help prepare them for the cold winter season.

Sure, there have been those dogs
with the runny noses that one will some
times come across, and yes, one does
feel sad for the poor puppy, but usually
they are back to running around the yard
within in a week.
There is no need to go get your dog
a flu shot. For the most part, the illness
es that these dogs get are hardly com
parable 'to that in which a human gets.
They aren't barfing, they still are eating
and they still are walking all around as if
they don't have snot hanging from their
nose.
The only thing that makes their
sickness a bigger deal than it is are the
owners of the dogs who see their mem

ber of the family looking a little slug
gish and feel the need to go out and see
if there is something to be done in or
der to help their dog look and feel 100
percent once again.
Plenty of USD students have ei
ther dogs living with them here in San
Diego or one back at home. Lots of
owners want the best for their dog and
with the upcoming winter season in
store it is only natural that they would
start to consider ways to keep their dog
healthy.
Yet, regardless of the desire to
give their dog everything they can, stu
dents should think twice about whether
or not it is necessary for their dog to

get a flu shot.
There are plenty of other expenses
that the college student needs to take
into consideration before even thinking
about getting a dog a flu shot. For the
most part, it already is enough money
to get a flu shot here on campus. Fif
teen bucks just for one vaccination,
but people are willing to do whatever
it takes to stay healthy, so in the long
run it is worth it.
But when it comes to a student's
dog, it just seems to be just another
thing to worry about with this upcom
ing holiday season. Dogs will survive
this flu season just as they have every
other one. It isn't like they need to

come attend classes or go to work like
humans do. If they get sick, then they
have the freedom to be lazy around the
house all day long. If only we were that
lucky.
Now, it's true that there are ac
tivists out there saying that animals
should have the same rights as humans
do, so they should be able to get a flu
shot. If they feel so inclined to take
their pooch to the vet and get their dog
a flu shot, then by all means, go for it.
Yet most people have a hard
enough time remembering to take their
animals in for yearly checkups, let
alone to go get them a flu shot with the
whole rest of the family.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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clicking the link in top right corner
of the page.
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Letters to the
Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters
to the editor from students, faculty, staff,
administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to
twilson@usdvista.com with the subject line
"Letter to the Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500
words and must include verifiable contact
information. Letter content is subject to
editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous
letters, those addressed to a third party or
letters in poor taste.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of 'lhe Vista staff, the University oj San Diego or its student body.
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There's
no place
like home

EDITOR
Lillv Stitt

Holiday Hootenanny
December 3rcl

By Lilly Stitt
Dorothy said it best, there's no
place like home. I believe that truer
words have never been spoken. Our
home makes us who we are.
We are born into the world,
shaped by our environment and set
forth to become uniquely ourselves.
Without that foundation that a home
creates for us, we are likely to
collapse.
That doesn't mean that we can't
survive away from our home. It
doesn't mean we should never leave.
It doesn't mean shouldn't venture off
on our own path.
It simply means that we will
always have a little piece of our home
in our heart and likewise, our home
will always hold a little piece of our
heart.
One of the greatest parts of
the college experience is that it is a
melting pot of different individuals
from across the country and even
across the globe. Everyone comes
from a different place, a different
background, a different family. We
bring with us different values, ideas
and ways of seeing the world, and we
mesh these ideas together to create a
new home-away-from-home here on
campus.
We create groups of friends
whom we consider to be family,
we nestle into dorm rooms and offcampus houses with roommates and
call it a "home." We learn from this
melting pot of people and we teach
them along the way as well. We form
a new family, a new home. Not one
that can ever replace the home we
were born into, but a home that we
have proudly established on our own.
That is one of the best parts of
college, the chance to go off and meet
new people and make something
of yourself. But it is a step that we
wouldn't be capable of making
without the foundation and the
strength that our home provides.
It's at this time of year that we
have a moment to be thankful for all
of these things, the people, places and
memories that make our life worth
living. It is important to remember at
Thanksgiving to not only be thankful
for our home where were raised and
the family that brought us into the
world, but also for the family at our
new home here in San Diego that is
helping us along the way to become
more uniquely ourselves.
Everyday I am thankful that I
am privileged enough to attend this
amazing u niversity and to learn
from the amazing people around me
that all come from such different
backgrounds than I do, but at this
time of year I am especially thankful
for my the chance to go home.
For me, home is my comfort
blanket. It's the place I couldn't wait
to leave, yet it is the one place in the
world I will keep going back to time
after time. Its where I go when I loose
my sense of self, when things unravel
and the only thing that can make it
better is some quality time on the
front porch.
The Midwest, Kansas City, my
house, my family and the friends
that have become my family, this
is my home. It is in their company
that I make the most sense. And
yes, the ability to suceed away from
this comfort zone, to fly away from
the nest, is what I pride myself on.
But these travels, this independent
success here at USD and elsewhere,
is all because of the values that have
been instilled in me from the home
that I was raised in.
My home is where my heart lies.
It's where I go to get back in touch
with who I am, to reaquaint myself
with reality, because what good is
living this amazing dream-life that is
college if you can't eventually wake
up and find yourself in the comfort of
your own home?
I look forward to this upcoming
break for the chance to be back in
my comfort zone, if even for just a
minute. I hope you all enjoy the
same comfort and have a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday with friends
and family.
Take a minute to give thanks for
the people and the place that have
formed you into the person you are
today.
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USD to Host FM 94/9's Holiday Hootenanny
Matt & Kim, Two Door Cinema Club and others to play in TCP
By Morgan Hamm
This year's Torero Program
Board holiday concert promises not to
disappoint. USD will offer the Jenny
Craig Pavilion as the venue for the
annual FM 94/9 Holiday Hootenanny
concert on Saturday, Dec. 3. By
partnering with local radio station FM
94/9, TPB managed to land a killer
lineup including My Morning Jacket,
Two Door Cinema Club, Matt & Kim
and Delta Spirit.
"In the past we have relied mostly
on USD students to buy the tickets,
and it's really hard to do this," TPB
Concerts Coordinator Bryce Carr said.
"We can't do it on our own but can with
a partnership like this one."
As a small but growing radio
station, FM 94/9 does almost everything
on its own, including its own funding.
This self-sufficiency made such a
partnership possible.

In addition to providing the venue
for FM 94/9, USD also assembled
a group of students interested in the
music industry to help out with various
aspects of the concert, including setup
and takedown. This gives students an
educational opportunity while reducing
FM 94/9's costs in putting on the
concert.
For those over the age of 21, FM
94/9 also plans to set up a beer garden
at the concert in the hopes of opening up
the concert to a wider audience. Usually,
the presence of alcohol would be strictly
prohibited at USD concerts, as TPB uses
the Undergraduate Student Activities
Fee to fund activities such as concerts.
Yet, thanks to the radio partnership,
all concert-goers 21 and over can look
forward to enjoying a drink at the TPB
holiday concert instead of the usual
scene at Sandbar or the Beachcomber.
Although they have only been on
sale since Thursday, Nov. 10, tickets are
flying out of the UC box office faster
than the new f'real milkshakes at La

Paloma. Already, between USD students
and the general San Diego population,
2,000 people have purchased tickets,
significantly more than last year's Ole
Music Festival. With a selling goal
of 5,000 tickets, FM 94/9 and TPB
are preparing to sell out their concert
and host a full house. Carr credits the
wide appeal of the band lineup for the
concert's high demand.
"Bands like Two Door Cinema
Club and Matt & Kim have a college
draw, while My Morning Jacket draws
San Diego in general," he said.
Despite the impending concert
sellout, USD students still planning on
purchasing tickets need not to worry
about their tickets being sold to other
San Diego residents first. As hosts of
the concert, TPB organized a contract
in which 2,000 tickets were set aside
to sell to undergraduate students for
a discounted price of $25. Yet, with
these tickets selling so rapidly, TPB is
already in the process of expanding this
contract to 3,000 tickets. Even with this

expanded contract, USD's portion of
the tickets are still likely to sell out, so
students stoked on Matt & Kim should
race to the UC box office at their next
opportunity with their USD Torero ID
card to purchase a ticket.
Because
only
undergraduate
students pay the student activities
fee that TPB is using to help fund the
concert, undergraduate students also
do not need stress about graduate
students purchasing these discounted
tickets. Furthermore, to prevent these
tickets from being sold outside the USD
undergraduate population, ticket sales
are limited to one per Torero Card. If
students plan to bring friends outside of
USD, their friends will have to purchase
their tickets for $40 online at 94/9's
website. To further limit USD ticket
purchases to undergrads Torero Cards
will be checked along with tickets at the
Holiday Hootenanny concert entrance at
the JCP. If students forget their Torero
Card, they will be denied entry to the
show.
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Sezio Music Festival brings fresh talent to North Park
By Liz Allick
North Park is one of the lessappreciated
neighborhoods among
USD students. This is unfortunate,
because the area has so much to offer
and it is only a few exits from USD off
of Interstate 8. The hip and alternative
bars up and down University Ave. and
30th Street make it a prime weekend
destination.
"This area is the greatest place in
the world to have a beer, especially at
True North," said Henry, the bartender
at O'Tooles.
This past Thursday through Sunday
night, people went to North Park not for
the vibrant bar scene, but for Sezio's
Four Day Music Festival at the small
Sunset Temple venue on Arkansas
Street. This Weekend of 12 talented
bands would have been a hipster's
tragedy to miss out on.
Talking to some of the members of
the band Oregon Bike Trails between
sets Friday night, a conclusion was

reached that upon first
walking in,
Sunset Temple is reminiscent of Sunday
school in the basement of a church. But
this weekend was anything but Bible
study.
Greeted by Dan, "the bouncer"
sporting a prominent moustache,
ear-to-ear grin and denim overalls,
concert-goers couldn't help but start the
evening off with a smile on their face.
Once inside past the leather-embossed
swinging doors, the setting completely
changed. Groups of people sat down
and relaxed on the sidelines studded
with posh, white reclined love seats.
But most audience members stood
around the low-set stage framed by
high, coliseum-style pillars and tree
branches, with the only light in the
room shining on the artists, setting a
beautiful tone.
The show was so intimate that front
row audience members could make
eye contact with Peter Pisano of Peter
Wolf Crier as his magnetically rich
voice cooed over lyrics, and they also

got to watch the exact movements of
his fingers over his guitar as he worked
through soulful rhythms of songs like
"Crutch and Crane" and "Down Down
Down." In order to take full advantage
of the opportunity to see great music
in such an intimate setting, Pisano had
the audience sit down after the first
couple of songs and fully absorb the
experience.
The show was more than an
experience, watching
soundmaster
Brian Moen display his drumming
talent and even pick up and play a
tambourine while still steadily beating
away. Together Pisano and Moen make
an unbeatable duo, but Peter Wolf Crier
announced the new addition of a third
member on Thursday night, which
brought even more power to the stage.
The personal and intimate setting only
enhanced the ability of the audience to
appreciate Peter Wolf Crier's raw. real
talent and the obvious love and soul
that goes into their music. One could see
hearts sinking in some of the concert-

goers as familiar notes introduced
anticipated songs. Eyes were glued
to the artists on stage throughout the
show, and audiences left wanting more
after a performance that far exceeded
expectations.
Friday was yet another great night of
music, and the high energy of the artists
was a nice complement to the more
mellow Thursday night performance.
Even more concert-goers flocked to see
Dirty Gold play their addictively catchy
songs like "California Sunrise." The
young artists did not leave the audience
disappointed, introducing new songs
and taking turns at the helm as lead
vocals. Unfortunately, with college
plans and their first drummer already
going off to Vanderbilt University,
audiences will have to wait indefinitely
to see them on stage again.
Another highlight of the weekend
was Oregon Bike Trails. Though they
faced some sound check complications,
they did not let anything get in the way
of playing an energetic set where, like

many other artists, they interacted with
the audience to create an even more
intimate experience. Their lighthearted,
personalities
continued
laid-back
offstage, where upon getting the chance
to meet them on a more personal note,
the group was an even greater time,
cracking jokes and making comments
which entertained everyone around
them.
The weekend closed with a
sold out show, and with Real Estate
playing the finale, it wasn't a surprise.
Their show had the audience moving
and practically on the stage to get up
close. It was the New Jersey group's
first San Diego show, and there were
some big fans highly anticipating this
performance. They rocked the stage and
played favorites like "Beach Comber"
with extended instrumental endings,
leaving the audience wanting more.
With such an impressive concert
on the books, it would not be a surprise
to see Sezio's next Four-Day Weekend
be a four-day sellout.

Ra Ra Riot offers unique
orchestral indie pop
By McKenna Duley
Indie rock bands have been
dominating the global music scene for
the past decade, bringing new sounds
to music. Ra Ra Riot is a definite
forerunner of the indie scene, offering
a unique band dynamic and the tales
of their bittersweet history. Each band
member is a skilled artist and master of
his or her craft, creating a solid platform
for success.
This six-piece band has been
playing since 2006, with their debut
album release, "The Rhumb Line, in

2008.
From Syracuse University, Milo
Bonacci, guitar player and architecture
major, was the initiator of the group.
After meeting Rebecca Zeller, violin
player and music business major, in
one of his classes, Bonacci promptly
invited her to jump on board. Each
contacted different friends they knew
prior that would be valuable assets to
the band. Alexandra Lawn, cello player
and music business major, had been
a classmate of Zeller's, and Mathieu
Santos, bass player and painting major,
played in one of Bonacci's previous
bands. The group reached six members
with John Pike, drummer, and his
friend Wesley Miles, keyboard player
and physics major. After playing the
first practice, Bonacci knew the group
he had put together was exactly what
the indie genre needed.
Barsuk Records describes Ra
Ra Riot's music as "a healthy dose of
dance-party-inspiring rock 'n roll.
The dueling cello and violin add an
unexpected and remarkable element to
complement Miles' killer voice. .
Ra Ra Riot played at every event
possible
at
Syracuse
University
during that first year before most ol
the members graduated later that year.
The band embarked upon a seemingly
endless tour around the U.S., playing
with bands like Tokyo Police Club and
Editors.
Everything was going swimmingly
for the band until the tragic loss of
drummer John Pike in June 2007. Aftei
much mourning of his loss, the band
members got themselves back together
later that year to commemorate Pike

and continue the journey of creating
amazing music. They recorded their
first album, "The Rhumb Line," which
debuted in 2008 at No. 109 on the
Billboard album charts.
Ra Ra Riot continued its success
by touring the U.S. a second time.
Their onstage presence is described by
Barsuk Records as "a joyful experience
in progress, somehow both intensely
fun and just plain intense." The band
members seemed to use their incredible
talents to reflect back on the loss of
their dear friend. If anyone has seen
them live, it is no secret that the band
sells the listener on their view of the
world as both stunning and terrifying,
thus making the intricate excitement of
every moment that much more joyful.
Barsuk Records describes "The
Rhumb Line" perfectly saying:
"The album skillfully melds
elements of new wave and classic indie
with sweeping orchestral chamber pop
to startling effect. Epic and eloquent,
dramatic and graceful, Ra Ra Riot's
debut is an inventive and ambitious
record that consistently conveys the
passions of its creators."
Currently touring the U.S. until
mid-December, Ra Ra Riot is fresh
off the release of its newest album,
"The Orchard." Two years after their
last album, "The Orchard" has already
debuted at No. 36 on the Billboard Top
200 album chart and is "well poised to
become the soundtrack of your life"
according to New York Magazine.
The band was supposed to
perform at the Belly Up Tavern in
Solana Beach this past week, but due
to the lead vocalist feeling sick, the
show was canceled. The two bands
touring alongside Ra Ra Riot, Yellow
Ostrich and Delicate Steve, still put on
a fantastic show at Belly Up Tavern.
With Ra Ra Riot not playing, there was
a pretty small crowd, so it was almost
like having our own personal show.
Delicate Steve even had one of USD's
own. Mike Weiler, go up on stage and
do some interpretive dancing for one of
their songs.
For those learning of Ra Ra Riot
for the first time, be sure and check out
"Can You Tell," "Ghost Under Rocks,"
"Run My Mouth." and, from their new
album, "Boy" and "The Orchard."

Photo Courtesy of Ra Ra Riot
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tjaH Family Recipe
kJ The Vista family weighs in on their favorite Thanksgiving dishes
/

11risk Soda Bread

In anticipation of the tastiest holiday of the year,
members of The Vista staff share recipes for the
star dishes of their families' Thanksgiving feasts.
Commence hunger pangs.
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Editor Beoxadette Smith's nom shares her recipe for Irish soda bread.
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Copy Ed'rtor Allison Gchneiders ount shares her recipe for her famous

v^terandackU^nercus!
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butternut scjuash baKe.
Ingredients-. 1/5 cup butter, softened, 5/4 cup sugar, 1 eggs, I 5-oz. can
evaporated mill's I tsp vanilla, 1 cups coob^d and mashed butternut scjuash
Topping-. 1/4 cup chopped pecans, Z tb melted butter, 1/4 cup brown sugar
Preheat the oven to 550°. baPe scjuash until tender. vScoop out sc^ash
flesh and discard seeds. Measure out Z cups and mash. In another bowl,
cream butter and sugar. Add eggs, evaporated milb- and vanilla. Next, add
scjuash to above and mix well. Pour into %" scjuare baPing dish and baPe
uncovered for 45 min. Combine topping ingredients and sprinPle on top. baPe
another 5 min.
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USD professor portrays
the emotions of fiction
By Bernadette Smith
USD professor of English Halina
Duraj exposed a personal side of
fiction writing during a reading of her
upcoming novel "Fatherland."
A packed audience in the
Manchester
Auditorium
listened
to Duraj's crisp writing style on
Friday evening, the semester's final
installment of the Lindsay J. Cropper
Memorial Writer series. "Fatherland"
is an autobiographical novel based
on Duraj's upbringing with Polish
immigrant parents. Duraj's father
was imprisoned in Nazi concentration
camps during WWII, and her novel
explores the deeply-rooted effects
of trauma on familial and romantic
relationships.
Duraj emphasized the importance
of her subject matter, telling the
audience that writing about her family
"is both a gift and a curse."
"Fiction is more than just
invention. It's a process of selection,"
Duraj said. "The hardest part is feeling
like I'm not going to do the real life
experience justice."
USD professor of English Fred
Robinson introduced Duraj prior to the
reading, describing her writing style
as comparable to the famous Russian
short story master Anton Chekhov.
Robinson commended Duraj for
co-establishing the creative writing
emphasis for the English major this
fall, which is only her second year at
USD.
The
"Fatherland"
selections
Duraj read possessed a matter-offact narration style which, according
to Duraj, becomes necessary when
describing trauma and family wounds.

The novel's rich imagery, Duraj said,
comes from the landscape of Poland
- cows, pastures, farm fields - and is
also partially inspired by her science
background.
Audience members expressed
their appreciation for Duraj's writing
during the question and answer period
that followed the reading.
"I really enjoyed professor Duraj's
reading," junior Sarah Jorgensen said.
"It was really exciting to have one
of our own professors showcase her
creative work, especially since it was
of such impressive quality. It made
me excited and proud to be a part of
the English department."
Duraj said she felt honored to
participate in the Cropper series
and credited the advantages of
autobiographical fiction
writing as
part of the reason for her success.
"[The genre] gives you the
freedom to follow language and
where it will take you, then the story
can exceed the limitations of reality,"
Duraj said.
Duraj earned a B.S. in biological
sciences from the University of
California, Davis, only to later
discover her love for fiction writing.
She returned to UCD for her master's
in creative writing and went on to
the University of Utah to receive her
Ph.D. in 2010. Duraj's doctoral thesis,
the inspiration for "Fatherland," was
a finalist
for the 2010 UC Davis
Maurice Prize in Fiction.
The
Lindsay
J.
Cropper
Memorial Writing Center also hosts
an annual fiction and poetry contest
that is open to all students. The 2011
contest will award $250 in prizes for
selected works, and the deadline for
submission is Friday, Dec. 2 at 11:59
p.m.

bernaaene omun/1 ne vista
USD professor of English Halina Duraj works on her upcoming novel, "Fatherland," in her office in Founders 173B. Duraj presented a
reading from the novel at the Nov. 11 Lindsay J. Cropper Memorial Writer series in the Manchester Auditorium.
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"Google Offers" rounds out the
online daily deal competition
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Earn your degree in education
in 12—18 months at APU.

By Nadia Garas
Google recently came out with a new
Groupon competitor Google Offers. It
helps people find great deals in their
area through daily email offers. Google
confirmed that it was launching this
new website in Jan. 2011 after trying
unsuccessfully to buy out Groupon for
$6 million in Dec. 2010.
Google Offers operates much like
any other deal-of-the-day website,
such as Living Social, Groupon or
Buy With Me. Users receive an
email with a local deal, such as a
discount at a local restaurant or
a 2-for-l price at a surf rental
shop. Unlike Groupon, however,
Google Offers is valid regardless
of how many people choose
that deal of the day.
Nate
Tyler,
a
Google
spokesman, realeased a statement
say ing that Google Offers "is commu nicating
with small businesses to enlist their support
and participation in a test of a prepaid offers/
vouchers program. This initiative is part of an
ongoing effort at Google to make new products
that connect businesses with customers in new
ways."
Google will reportedly pay out 80 percent
of a business' revenue share on a deal within
three days of the deal ending, with the remaining
20 percent being held for a 60-day period in the
event that Google needs to distribute refunds.
Critics say that this is another example of
Google behaving less as the innovator it used to
be and more as a company that is trying to keep
up with other new ideas.
In fact, just as Google came out with these
online deals, Groupon countered by introducing
a feature that lets users prioritize certain deals
based on location and personal preference.
"Groupon Deal Types and Places" enables
customers to specify what their favorite spots
are and where they want to find certain deals,
such as dinner for two in Oceanside.
Google Offers is countering moves by
Living Social and Groupon by partnering up
with smaller companies who have similar
business plans, like Dealfind, DoodleDeals,
Gilt City, GolfNow, HomeRun, Juice in the
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With more than 36 credential and master's degree
opportunities, we're confident we have a program for you.
APU offers:
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• Convenient classes at 8 Southern California locations
and online.
• Programs in teaching, counseling, physical education,
and administration.
• NCATE-accredited programs recognized by all 50 states
and internationally.

City, kgbdeals, Mamapedia, Plum District,
PopSugar Shop, ReachDeals, Active.com,
Schwaggle, TIPPR and zozi.
Google Offers also recently introduced
an app for the Android phone, which will help
people take advantage of their deals while onthe-go. This will not only make it easier to
purchase the deals, but customers don't need
to print out their receipts and can instead will
be able to show their proof of purchase on their
phone. The company said it plans to launch a
similar Google Offers app for Apple's iOS in
the near future.
However, Groupon, Living Social, Buy
With Me and Google Offers all have unifying
similarities. They don't cost anything to join
and they save the user money. They offer deals
on packages or items that are usually considered
expensive or luxurious, such as massages and
vacation get-aways. These deal-of-the-day
websites are ideal for college students because
they make things that are usually too expensive
for the age group affordable. Plus, everyone
feels better when they save a bit of money.
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Holiday
DEC 2: JINGLE JAM
@ VALLEY VIEW CASINO CENTER

I

DRAKE, MEEK MILL, WIZ KHALIFA,
MINDLESS BEHAVIOR, DIGGY SIMMONS

•
I
I
I
•

DEC 3: HOLIDAY HOOTENANNY

@ JENNY CRAIG PAVILLION
MY MORNING JACKET, TWO DOOR CINEMA
CLUB, MATT AND KIM, DELTA SPIRIT

I

DEC 10-11: WREX THE HALLS
@ VALLEY VIEW CASINO CENTER
DAY 1: THE NAKED AND FAMOUS,
DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE, FLORENCE
AND THE MACHINE
DAY 2: MUTE MATH, EVERLAST,
SOCIAL DISTORTION, BLINK 182
SWITCHFOOT, DMC

I
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The state
of college
football
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By Tyler Wilson
I will never be in attendance as a
student for another USD football game.
Even though there is still one more,
game, 1 will be in Los Angeles next
weekend and will not get the chance
to see them compete for a share of the
Pioneer League Football Championship
next Saturday at Torero Stadium.
Since I knew I would not be in at
tendance for USD's last home game of
the season, I decided to fight the rain
this past Saturday and go to their home
game against Marist College. Attending
this game made me sentimental because
it would be my last for some time, but it
also made me realize what college sports
is all about and also what is so wrong
with the game today.
For a select few, playing college
sports is a means to an end. But for the
vast majority of college athletes, playing
college sports is a way to express their
love for the sport they play. This might
be an obvious observation, but none
theless it is one that is often forgotten
among fans and players alike.
USD's mud bowl against Marist
last Saturday was a microcosm of this
observation. The torrential downpour
last Saturday afternoon created an al
most unplayable field, the rain keeping
the players' skills trapped in the slippery
confines of the field. What I witnessed
hardly resembled a football game. All
passes were thrown as "rainbows," slip
ping out of the quarterbacks' hands.
There were fumbles almost every other
play, especially in the fourth quarter
when the rain was coming down the
hardest. No one was able to get their
footing in the muddy field. However,
these conditions did not stop both teams
from competing their hardest.
Standing immediately behind the
Marist sideline, I witnessed the frus
tration that initiated from the impos
sible playing conditions. But behind
this frustration was an obvious love for
the game. The PFL is a non-scholarship
conference so there should be no other
obvious reason why the players would
play expept that they love football. They
know their is no chance of them ever
earning a scholarship in the future, but
they play anyway. This steadfast and
pure devotion to the game is often lost
in the pursuit of professional sports.
I'm not saying that the players who
do make it to the professional ranks
don't love the game they play. What I'm
saying is that there is an extra incentive
in playing, knowing that they will even
tually get paid thousands, if not millions
of dollars. This incentive is nonexistent
in most college sports and even in the
lower divisions of college football, ex
cept for those select few who have a
chance to make it professionally.
Incentives aside, the initial cause
of the frustration, the impossible play
ing conditions, held players back from
their full potential. They were mired in
mud and could not escape. They had to
play through these awful conditions to
win the game. The entire fourth quarter
was played between the 30 yard lines,
no team even coming close to scoring,
only trying to preserve their win by not
turning the ball over.
This state of preservation I wit
nessed can also be a microcosm for the
current state of college football. Just as
the players were bogged down by the
mud and horrible conditions, college
football is being held back by the NCAA
and all of its recent scandals.
College football is mired in these
horrible scandals and the NCAA is do
ing nothing to stop it. Some might say
that giving players stipends is a way to
stop this, but in reality it is just a su
perficial way to get the media off their
back. Just like players who are playing
for the money, the NCAA is only look
ing to make money and will do so at all
means. They superficially say that they
advocate for the development of the
student athlete, but really money is the
key to their existence. The NCAA can
be compared to the players who are not
playing for altruistic reasons, but are
only playing because they see the game
as a means to an end.
Currently the NCAA is mired in the
mud of all these scandals and as a result
is held back from reaching its full po
tential. The NCAA and college football
can learn a lot from the pure love of the
game these PFL players displayed last
Saturday. If the NCAA and college foot
ball put everything they had into escap
ing the horrible conditions of the current
state of the game, they might just come
out victorious, just as the Toreros did
last Saturday afternoon.

Photos courtesy of Alex Croteau/New University

LEFT: Senior Stephanie Ochs heads t h e ball against UC Irvine on Nov. 11 before scoring winning penalty kick. RIGHT: Redshirt junior Dani Russell fights for possession.

Women's soccer wins NCAA Tournament opener
By Victor Sanchez
The USD women's soccer team and
UC Irvine battled for 110 minutes, but
were still tied 2-2 after two 10-minute
overtime halves. The Toreros outlasted
UCI to take the first round match, win
ning 5-3 in penalty kicks Friday night
at Anteater Stadium. The Toreros drove
an hour north to face an Irvine club that
was 14-4-2, and spent most of the sea
son ranked in the national polls, had an
RPI of 22 and beat them 3-2 at Torero
Stadium on Sept. 25.
, After USD's Natalie Garcia easily
got the first USD goal to open the shoot
out, USD senior goalkeeper Courtney
Parsons then came up huge for the Tore
ros, as she stopped the first UCI attempt
by senior Judy Christopher. Meghan
O'Rourke, Ellie Magracia, Lexi Deol
and Stephanie Ochs then all converted

their shot attempts to seal the USD win.
"I am very excited and proud of the
girls, as this was the toughest first round
match-up in the country," head coach
Ada Greenwood said. "Both teams
showed good character today, and this
was a tough physical maltch between
two great teams."
The match started out on a great
note with USD scoring in the fifth min
ute. Ochs and Butera took advantage
of a mess in Irvine's defensive third as
Butera put it just under the hand of Jen
nifer Randazzo for the 1-0 lead. UCI
then got things going, firing shot after
shot until Zoya Farzaneh found a loose
ball in the box and shoveled it in to tie
the match, 1-1, in the 23rd minute.
San Diego then responded in the
26th minute, as Ochs once again was
in the giving mood. Ochs beat a pair
of defenders and crossed the ball into a
crowded goal box, where Taylor Hous-

ley hit a one-timer laser strike into the
back of the net to give USD a 2-1 lead.
Irvine then forced overtime as Amanda
Hardeman scored a goal with 1:29 left
on the clock. There was a scramble in
side the goal box, and Hardeman was
able to slip one past the Torero defense
to even the score at 2-2.
Despite the late Anteaters' goal, the
Toreros nearly stole the game with 30
seconds remaining in regulation when a
Kelly McCloskey breakaway shot sailed
just wide.
UC Irvine would keep attacking
in the overtime periods, including four
corner kicks in the second, but that pe
riod wasn't enough as the game went to
penalty kicks.
Christopher led- off for the -Anteat
ers, but was stopped by an unbelievable
save from Parsons. USD sunk its shots
in order with Lexi Deol and O'Rourke.
Magracia just barely scored as her shot

banked off the post and just rolled across
the line. Zuri Walker's unconventional
shot keept UCI in it, but Stephanie Ochs
ended it on the fifth try from the Toreros
bumping them into the next round.
"When I walked up and placed the
ball on the line," Deol said, "I was sur
prisingly calm. I had been practicing my
penalty kicks all week just in case this
happened and I had visualized it going
in. When it hit the net I had a huge sense
of relief and excitement. I was just so
proud of the team for pulling through
and this momentum is just what we need
to face UCLA head on and come out
victorious. People have been underes
timating us and it's been an advantage.
We are a talented group and 1 have total
confidence in- this team if we show up
and play our game."
The Toreros will face a tough No. 2
seed UCLA in the second round of play
offs on Nov. 18.

Men's soccer squanders playoff hopes with loss
By Tyler Wilson
Injuries and inconsistency proved
to be too much for the USD men's soc
cer team to handle this season. In spite
of these injuries and inconsistencies,
the Toreros still had a chance to win
the West Coast Conference, a confer
ence that head coach Seamus McFadden said was marred in mediocrity.
This mediocrity was exemplified
during the NCAA Tournament selec
tion process, when the Saint Mary's
College Gaels was the only WCC team
selected to the postseason tournament.
USD could have been in Saint
Mary's spot if they had only beaten
them last Sunday afternoon in Moraga,
Calf. The Toreros could have won a
share of the WCC Championship with
a victory on Sunday. To position them
selves to win a portion of the WCC in
the first place, the Toreros had to win
on Friday night against the Loyola
Marymount University Lions in Los
Angeles.
USD did just that and beat LMU
1 -0 with a very early goal from junior
midfielder Conor McFadden in the 8th
minute of play. Senior forward Ste
phen Posa set up the goal by crossing
a perfect ball to McFadden from about
10 yards out who then scored the goahead goal, giving USD the lead for
good and eventually the victory.
This victory placed USD in a great
position to vie for the WCC Champion
ship. But McFadden said that it should
never have come down to the last game
of the season. With the added pressure
of the WCC Championship on the line,
USD lost 1-0 to Saint Mary's on Sun
day, who claimed the WCC Champion
ship from that victory.
"It should never have come to this
game," McFadden said. "You have
to have your A-game to win, and we
didn't match them. It felt like you can't
be outplayed in that situation. Collec
tively as a team, they aren't better than
us. I passed on some guys who went
to Saint Mary's during the recruiting
process."
Injuries were a big part of why the
Toreros were not consistent this season
and did not have as much success as
anticipated. But these injuries did not
do the Toreros in.
"Injuries certainly took their toll
on us," McFadden said. "But when you
look back, my first reaction was that I
was upset with the team because they

should have played better in that game.
You can only play the injury card so
much. But it did certainly affect us."
The affects the injuries had on the
Toreros were magnified due to the dou
ble round robin conference schedule
they play. All but one week of the con
ference season, USD and the rest of the
WCC played on Fridays and again on
Sundays. This is not enough time for
any team to recover from their injuries,
even though they have the whole week
to recover.
"At one point in the season we
played five games in nine days," Mc
Fadden said. "It's absolutely ridicu
lous. It's a joke. That's a real hurdle for
us. That's why you have inconsisten
cies. We had too many injuries to try to
overcome between those games."
McFadden said that he will bring
up this issue in the annual WCC coach
es' offseason meeting to try to get the
conference scheduling more spread
out.
Besides these issues and the sea

son ending in a subpar result, a few To
reros earned postseason honors. Junior
midfielder Dan Delgado was selected
as WCC Player of the Year, freshman
defender Elijah Galbraith Knapp was
selected to the all-WCC first
team
and senior forward Stephen Posa was
selected to the all-WCC second team.
Senior midfielder Charles Blase and ju
nior midfielder Conor McFadden also
received all-WCC honorable mention.
Normally an offensive player is
selected as WCC Player of the Year,
but this year there was no clear favor
ite.
"Danny [Delgado] earned it,"
McFadden said. "The WCC looked at
him as a whole player even though he
started off slow. He wasn't 100 percent
until probably two or three weeks into
the season, and he still won."
USD has fostered the WCC play
er of the year for three-straight years,
starting with forward Ryan Peterman
in 2009, then junior forward Patrick
Wallen last year and now Delgado this

year.
Even though the Toreros finished
with the WCC Player of the Year on
the team, their mediocre finish of 9-91 overall and 6-5-1 in conference play
further exemplifies their trouble with
injuries and consistency.
"Our biggest problem this year
was that we didn't have a consistent
goal scorer," McFadden said. "We
have to find someone who can score
goals. Every team has to have a kid
that scores 12 to 13 goals every year to
compete in the playoffs and we lacked
that player this year."
It is obvious that the Toreros need
to find an offensive player to spark their
team next season. If the Toreros can
find this spark, they will certainly be in
contention for the WCC Championship
again. Delgado, Wallen, McFadden
and Galbraith-Knapp all return for the
Toreros next season. Even though they
are losing seniors such as Posa, Blase
and midfielder Jorge Reza, the Toreros
have a lot to look forward to.

Photo by Alexandra Green

Junior midfielder Christian Duke fights for the ball against a LMU defender on Nov. 9.
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Sophomore Cera Oliveira bumps the ball against Fresno State on Aug. 27.

Women's volleyball has strong showing at LMU
By Scott Brace
The University of San Diego
women's volleyball team concluded
its final away game of the West Coast
Conference this weekend as the Tore
ros comfortably beat the Loyola Marymount University Lions 3-1.
The opening set was a fairly close
affair with both teams using short runs
periodically throughout the frame. Fol
lowing a 5-0 run by the Lions, which
kept the score close at 15-12 in favor
of the Toreros, USD 'began to shift
through their offensive gears. Kills
by Katie Hoekman and Sandra Lozic
where enough to give the Toreros the

cushion they needed as they claimed
the opener 25-16.
As has been the case in many of
the Toreros games this season, it is not
uncommon to see USD jump out to a
quick start, only for it to be followed by
a somewhat lethargic next game. The
second set against LMU was no differ
ent, as the Toreros offense slumped to a
mediocre .027 attack percentage. LMU
took full advantage and snatched the
second set 25-22, evening the match at
one set apiece.
Following the interval, with the
score knotted at 12-12 in the third
set, the Toreros rallied off three quick
points and forced the Lions into a time
out. The stoppage in play did little to
deter USD as they continued their surge

and blew the set wide open at 21-15.
Both teams traded points from there on
out as USD coasted to a 25-21 victory
taking a 2-1 lead into the fourth.
LMU's resistance didn't last
too much longer as USD took all the
momentum from the third set and ap
peared to step up their efforts dramati
cally on both the offensive and de
fensive ends. Five team blocks in the
set alone coupled with four kills from
Lozic put the Toreros in a commanding
position with a lead of 20-6. Freshman
Alaysia Brown got the final two points
for USD as the Toreros put the Lions
out of their misery with a 25-8 final set
thumping.
Carrie Baird led the Toreros with
13 kills, but arguably the player of the

game was junior libera Kandiss Ander
son who had a career-high 29 digs.
"We played pretty well," Ander
son said. "When we don't make a ton
of unforced errors , we really are a hard
team to beat. We scrapped really well
and didn't let any ball die, which just
put more pressure on LMU to force
points."
The victory puts the Toreros cur
rent win streak at 4 games while mov
ing USD to 26-3 on the season and
11-3 in WCCplay.
Next up for USD is a welcom
ing of Santa Clara University to the
JCP this evening at 7 p.m., followed
by their final regular season game this
Saturday at home against No. 14 Pepperdine at 1 p.m.

USD women's basketball rolls in first game of season
By David Downs
The University of San Diego women's basketlall team kicked off the 2011-2012 regular season
ast Friday night with an impressive 80-56 victory at
he Jenny Craig Pavilion over Cal State San Marcos.
Vith the exception of a 4-4 tie at the 17:09 mark of
he first half the game was never a contest as the
"oreros explosive offense went on a 16-4 scoring
un for the remainder of the half which brought the
core to 49-28 at halftime.
The second half became a showcase for the Toeros impressive offensive weapons as they continled their hot streak stretching their lead to an insur
mountable 28 points at the 4:17 mark of the second
ialf of play. Led by senior forward Morgan Woodow (7-8 from the field, and 2-3 from the free throw
ine for 18 points) and sophomore guard Amy Kame
8-13 from the field for 16 total points) the Toreros
lominated the clearly overmatched Cougars (0-3)
vho were only able to convert on 26 percent of their
ield goal attempts while being equally outplayed in
he rebound department 55-45. The Cougars were
ed offensively by senior guard Justine Chacon who
cored 12 points while junior guard Michel'la Lo;an contributed 11 points of her own in the losing
3#
iffort.
Coming into the season unranked the Toreros
vere clearly attempting to make a strong statement
o both their West Coast Conference rivals and the
lational media who may have overlooked them durng their pre-seasoning polling process.
The Toreros will travel to Cheney, Washington
his week where they will face the Eastern Washingon Eagles of the Big Sky Conference as they look
Senior Dominique Conners leads the fast break against CSUSM on Nov. 11.
:eep their momentum alive.
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Toreros to play for share of PFL title this weekend at home
By Morgan Lewis
i a contest that was held under
le conditions, the University of
Diego football team pulled off
row victory this past Saturday,
ig Marist College 13-7. Rain and
plagued both teams as neither
able to get the offenses rolling,
ing in a very hard-fought defentruggle. With the Toreros victory,
am now can win a share of the
er Football League title if they
lis weekend.
very player who took to the field
iturday was completely covered
id and was soaked from head to

"It obviously was not a beauti
fully played game, but we got the job
done," defensive end Blake Oliaro
said of the victory.
The biggest challenge for the
football team this week was adjusting
to the poor field conditions. With the
rare occurrence of rain in San Diego
this past Saturday, the Toreros really
needed to adapt to something that is
very hard to simulate or prepare for
in practice. The weather really did
its damage to Torero Stadium, turn
ing the grass into a pool of mud. The
conditions really took their toll on the
Torero offense, who amassed just 145
yards.
"We expected to be successful in
whatever the weather when we prac
*

ticed this week. That being said, after
it downpoured for awhile, we had to
switch to a run-oriented offense,"
Quarterback Mason Mills said of the
weather. Mills only threw 14 times
on Saturday but was able to play mis
take-free football, not turning the ball
over a single time. With the field in its
condition, the Torero offense played
turnover-free football and relied on
the defense to play lights out.
Despite some of the offensive
woes for the Toreros, the defense
stepped up and played its best game
all season. The defense was absolutely
dominant for the Toreros, forcing a
season-high five turnovers.
Hopes are very high for the To
reros who are looking for a share of

the PFL title. There are just three more
practices for the Toreros this season,
as they prepare for a very fast and ex
plosive Jacksonville this weekend.
"We will have to play error-free
and disciplined four quarters," Mills
said of what needs to be done to win
the biggest game of the year. "We will
be ready come Saturday."
There is no doubt that the Toreros
have the pieces in place to come home
with a conference title. If the team can
continue to play physically on defense
and can get back to the well-balanced
attack on offense, they will be in a
prime position to be PFL champions.
The big game against Jacksonville
will kick off at 1 p.m this Saturday at
Torero Stadium.

I talked to Toreros head men's
basketball coach Bill Grier before the
season for the profile of him that I was
working on at the time. While I was fo
cused on all of the things that made him
up as a coach and a person, I wasn't too
focused on what he had to say about his
current group of guys.
He kept mentioning how much he
loved the character on this team and how
he thought they could surprise some
people, but how was 1 supposed to know
this wasn't just a coach selling anything
and hoping I would buy it?
The part I remember being most in
terested in, but not really addressing in
the piece was how excited he was about
his freshmen, particularly Johnny Dee
and Christopher Anderson.
He talked about how great Ander
son was at leading the team even as a
freshman, and how impressive of a
player Dee had been in practice. Still,
how good could these guys really be, I
thought? Is this just more salesmanship?
Of course, I should have taken a
lesson from my own writing because, as
I mentioned in that piece, Grier isn't a
salesman. He says what he believes, and
he truly believed in these two guys.
Up until Monday night, the two
freshmen were nothing more than short
dudes on a roster to me. Dee was just
6-feet tall and Anderson was an even ti
nier 5-foot-7. The "little man, big heart"
thing's just a cliche, and there's no room
for cliches in sports writing, right?
Nevertheless, that didn't stop me
from somewhat buying into Grier's
words. He was so convincing in his
praise of these two that the only thing
stopping me from putting actual money
on their success was the fact that my first
three years as a student at this school had
trained me not to get my hopes too high.
It didn't stop me from telling my bud
dies Morgan and Albert that Grier said
these guys would be good, though, and
that the future of USD basketball may
not be as dark as we thought.
It took me all of 15 minutes to be
completely sold on the Dee and An
derson era. Dee got most of the credit
following the win for his 22 points, and
rightfully so, because the team needed
his scoring down the stretch or it never
would have pulled out the victory.
But as I sat courtside with The Vista
sports editor, Mark Pelka, we both found
ourselves absolutely giddy at Anderson.
Dee played the game almost too well.
He took smart shots and didn't force
anything. His performance was every
thing you'd want from a guy you expect
to be a four-year starter.
Anderson was different. He had a
"can't lose" attitude, a confidence that
made you sit and think, "this guy really
thinks he can get past any guy on the
court, doesn't he?" You could tell that
confidence inspired his team, and even
though it's a style that is not as effective
as Dee's in many cases, is vastly more
exciting to root for. Basketball teams
need both types of players, and both
filled their respective roles perfectly.
He had two quick drives for layups
that boosted his confidence early, and
that was when he went to another level.
He wasn't playing like a freshman. He
was playing like the leader of the team.
He made passes that you didn't even be
lieve were possible until, all of a sudden,
his teammate was finishing the play with
a basket. Grier thought he embodied ev
erything you want from a point guard
when he was recruiting him out of high
school, and one game in, it was hard to
disagree with that statement.
It was when Anderson grabbed an
offensive rebound by jumping over two
Lumberjacks big men that he became
my favorite player on the team.
Look, I know this was one game
and this team is far from being a West
Coast Conference contender, but if they
play with the same energy they played
with on Monday night, it'd be hard not
to root for that team.
That's been the biggest issue with
the teams the past three seasons. They
never gave you a sense that they were
really and truly having fun. I'm sure
they were, but it always came across
as them feeling like at any moment, the
other shoe would drop, and that energy
was palpable in the crowd.
For one game at least, it seemed
like a new era of basketball for these
guys. The game just seemed fun. It's
hard to imagine that Dee and Anderson
didn't play a major role in bringing this
new life to these Toreros.
Grier knew it all along. I should
have just taken his word for it.
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LEFT: Freshman Johnny Dee sizes up the defender during the game against Stephen F. Austin State University on Nov. 14. Dee finished with a team-high of 22 points.

Men's basketball wins season opener
By Chris Hanneke

Coming into the 2011-12 season,
Bill Grier sensed something special
about his new group of guys. They
were different than teams of years
past. This particular group got along
really well, he thought.
"This is the best character of any
team I've had," Grier said.
That character carried the Tore
ros on Monday night as they earned a
66-61 victory over Stephen F. Austin
State University by doing what they
failed to do so many times over the
course of last season, closing out their
opponent.
"So many of those games last
year, we led with 16 minutes left to
play and couldn't finish," Grier said
before the season.
That the Toreros finished this time
around was surprising enough to those
that watched them squander so many
leads last season. But the real surprise
came in just how they held on, by re
lying largely on their two freshmen

guards, Johnny Dee and Christopher
Anderson.
Dee got the start and provided
the scoring down the stretch, finishing
the game with 22 points on 7-for-14
shooting, including 3-for-7 from be
hind the 3-point line. The freshman
was the all the rage after shining so
brightly in his college debut, but Grier
had seen enough in the time leading up
to the game not to be too surprised.
"Since I've had an opportunity to
coach him from day one," Grier said,
"that doesn't surprise me. I see it every
day in practice. He has days in prac
tice where he'll score 35 or 40 points."
Dee also provided a key defensive
play at the end of the game that led to
the go-ahead basket when he stole the
ball and was leveled on the ensuing
wide-open layup. The foul was ruled
intentional, giving the Toreros two
foul shots and the ball. Dee sunk both
free throws, putting the Toreros up 6159, and the team never looked back.
Even with plays like Dee's key
steal, Grier saw plenty of room for im
provement on defense.

"We have to defend better," Grier
said, "I've been saying that since day
one."
But what the Toreros lacked on
the defensive end, they made up for
with their heart, and there was no
player that provided a bigger spark
than the little 5-foot-7 guard out of
Anaheim Hills, California*Anderson.
Anderson came in after Darian
Norris, the Toreros' lone senior on
the roster, picked up two early fouls.
Anderson's energy, combined with his
ability to see the floor and make tough
passes to the open man, helped the To
reros go on a 23-3 run that ultimately
resulted in them taking a 38-29 lead
into the break.
"He's an Energizer bunny," Gri
er said of Anderson after the game.
"I thought we were struggling there
early and we put him in and he really
changed the game. He got guys shots
and really broke it open for us early
on."
Despite the Toreros' halftime lead,
the Lumberjacks fought back and had
a 59-52 lead with under seven minutes

to play. That's when Bill Grier called
for the full-court press.
The rotation at that point in
cluded Dee, Norris and Anderson, all
of whom measure in at 6-feet tall or
shorter.
"We were playing in the 6-feetand-under league," Grier joked.
No matter the size, the strategy
worked, as the defense stymied the
Lumberjacks, resulting in an 11-0 run
from which USD never looked back.
While the story rightfully centers
on the inspiring performances of the
freshmen, it was junior Chris Manresa who came off the bench and also
provided a much needed boost in the
physicality department, especially
down the stretch with the "6-feetand-under" lineup on the floor. Manresa provided an inside presence that
slowed down the Lumberjacks' attack.
Manresa earned a double-double com
ing off the bench, with 12 points and
11 rebounds, and was a major reason
why, along with Anderson, the USD
bench outscored the Stephen F. Austin
bench 32-7 in the contest.

The other major contributor off
the bench was also a freshman, albeit
a redshirt freshman, John Sinis. The
forward from Greece finished
with
eight points, all in the first half, as part
of the 23-3 run sparked by Anderson,
including two momentum-building
threes that he celebrated with a Dirk
Nowitzki-like raising of the arms.
Though Grier expected such perfor
mances from Dee and Anderson, Si
nis' early shooting success was a bit
more surprising.
"It's been a while since he played
a game, I think he was probably a lit
tle nervous tonight," Grier said. "But
John has a good feel for the game and
he knows how to play."
Monday's win marks the third
straight season USD has won its sea
son opener, so Grier knows the impor
tance of not getting ahead of himself.
That doesn't stop him from being
proud of what his team was able to
achieve this time around.
"I thought our guys showed a lot
of character and toughness to fight
back and win that thing."
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LEFT: Junior Chris Manresa throws it down on the Lumberjacks defender. RIGHT: Senior Darian Norris, the lone senior on theToreros' roster, plays some tenacious defense against Stephen F. Austin on Nov. 14.

